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Mubarak to visit U.S. in March 

a i 

CAIRO (R) -“ Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak will visit 
Washington m March for talks with President Reagan on future 



r .T — - — TV —is — ivir. smxjui iviaguia saiu 
m an interview with Cairo Radio the talks would “focus on how to 
bni^ afl parties to the Arab- Israeli conflict, including the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation (PLO), to the negotiating table." 
E&rpi has called on the United Stales to negotiate with the PLO, 
which it maintains must be included in Middle East peace talks. 
But Washington has repeatedly echoed Israel’s refusal to neg- 
otiate directly with the PLO. Mr. Abdul Maguid said Mr. Mub- 
arak would also discuss other issues of interest ie both countries 
during the visit, for which he gave no specific dates. 

Egypt smites at Israel to please U.S., page 4 
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Iraq, Iran trade shelling charges ^ 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq and Iran accused each other of at 
1 ackdng Tuesday residential areas on both sides of their com/no,, A. 
border. The official Iranian News Agency, monitored in Nicosia, 
Cyprus, said Iraqi jet fighters raided the town of Salehabad and 
the adjacent border villages of Ghaian and Ain Khosh in the 
Iranian llain province, wounding seven persons. However, the 
Iraqi war communique, which reports on the daily combat action 
of the 51 -month-old Gulf war, did not include any reference to air 
attacks on Iranian targets. It accused Iranian gunners of shelling 
an unidentified ‘‘civilian installation in the suburbs of Basra, the 
southern Iraqi provincial capital. No casualties, or damage were 
reported. 

■ 

(Related stories on page 2) 
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King congratulates 
Numeiri, Castro 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday sent con- 
gratulatory cables to Sudanese 
President Ja'afar Numeiri and 
Cuban President Fidel Castro on 
the occasions of the national days 
of Sudan and Cuba. In his cable to 
Mr. Numeiri, King Hussein con- 
gratulated him in the name of the 
King and on behalf of the people 
and government of Jordan on 
the Sudan's Independence Day 
and wished him and the Sudanese 
people every progress and pro- 
sperity. King Hussein con- 
gratulated President Castro on 
Cuba's national day and wished 
him success in leading his people 
l towards progress and prosperity. 

(Jawasmeh family 
thanks government 

■ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing the family of Fahd A1 
Oawasmeh, the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Exe- 
cutive Committee member who 
was assassinated Saturday and laid 
to rest in Amman Monday, paid 
tribute to the Jordanian gov- 
ernment TuesJay for facilitating 
the assassinated PLO official's 
funeral in Amman. Receiving the 
delegation at his office. Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat said the 
assassination of Mr. Oawasmeh 
“brought sorrow and grief to the 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian fam- 
I ily." 

IDB lends $20m 
to Jordan 

BAHRAIN (R) — The Jeddah- 
bused Islamic Development Bank 
f IDB) said Tuesday . it. w« giving 
Jordan a trade credit of S2ll mil- 
lion to purchase oil from Saudi 
Arabia. A bank statement also 
said the bank would extend a cre- 
dit to Senegal to buy equipment- 
worth S5.S million for the dev- 
elopment of a textile factory there. 

Saudis deny helping 
Mozambique rebels 

BAHRAIN (R) - Saudi Arabia 
has denied a press report that- it 
had supplied weapons to rebels of 
the National Resislance Mov- 
ement (MNR) in Mozambique. 
t Hie Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted an official source as saying 
the report was tendentious. 
“Saudi policy does not stipulate 
inlerterence in the affairs of any 
other state and Saudi Arabia Joes 
not interfere as a party in disputes 
among factions." the official sou- 
rce was quoted us saving. 


Abu ? 
appearance in Bekaa 

I'AALABAVA. Lebanon (R) - 
Dissident. Palestinian leader Abu 
Musa Monday addressed a Pal- 
estinian rally in Lebanon's Bekaa 
Valley in fiis first public app- 
earance since he suffered a mild 
stroke on Nov. 22. Abu Musa 
(Colonel Saeed Musa), chiel ot 
the Fateh faction opposed to Pal- 
esii»« Liberation Organisation 
(PLD) Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
looked thin and exhausted as he 
spoke to about 3,OOU armed sup- 
. porters. Anxious aides int- 
errupted his speech several times 
but Abu Musa, who spent three 
days in a Damascus hospital after 
his co&xpse. insisted he was well 
enough to complete it. 


INSIDE 


• Mubarak releases Cop- 
tic pope, page 2 

• -Labour, Social Dev- 
- e lop mem ministries to 

coordinate services, 
Abdul Jaber says, page 3 

• Bad year for Thatcher, 
worse for opposition, 
page 4 

9 At Sandhurst, military 
leadership is the focus. 


* Tottenham, Everron 
stay on course, page 6 

* Report blames Israeli 
. government for eco- 
, fiomic crisis, page 7 

* "New In dian cabinet gets 
mixed reaction, page 8 


‘There is no place in world except for strong’ 

Arafat pledges 

to escalate 
armed struggle 


By Lamis fv. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Tuesday pledged to continue and to escalate 
armed struggle against Israel since “there is 
no place in this world but for the strong and 
powerful. 


»» 


Mr. Arafat's pledge was con- 
tained in a message to the Pal- 
estinian people on die anniversary 
of Fateh, the biggest Palestinian 
commando group, which he, along 
with a number of other Pal- 
estinians, founded 20 years ago. 

“The method of armed struggle 
expresses the voice of the just-and 
revolutionary gun. on which we 
(Fateh) laid its solid foundations 
20 years ago... remains the main 
method of our ' ! ution and the 

option that ». »dil never aba- 
ndon but instead will continue to 
nurse and nourish in order to gua- 
rantee its continuation and esc- 
alation," he said. 

The Palestinian leaders aff- 
irmation thaL he has not and will 
never drop the gun came against a 
-background of rising -accusations 
by Syria and Syrian-backed Pal- 
estinian factions that Mr. Arafat 
and the Fateh leadership have 
“deserted armed struggle and 
plunged into capiLulatory set- 


tlements for the Palestinian que- 
stion." 

This charge was the main theme 
which Mr. Arafat’s opponents in 
Palestinian ranks dwelled upon to 
rally popular and political support 
for their bitter military and pol- 
itical battle against the PLO lea- 
der and which reached its cul- 
mination. last week when unk- 
nown assassins shot down PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Fahd AJ Oawasmeh outside his 
house in Amman, last Saturday. 

Mr. Arafat repeatedly accused 
the Syrians of masterminding the 
assassination plot and a group 
which claimed the responsibility 
for the murder labelled Mr. Oaw- 
asmeh, a staunch supporter of the 
PLO chairman's political line, “a 
suirenderist.'' The group, which 
calls itself “Black September," 
told international news agencies 
over telephone Saturday that “it 
executed Mr. Oawasmeh for 
conspiring against the Palestinian 


revolution." It also warned “all 
those who continue on the same 
path of Mr. Oawasmeh to face Lhe 
same fate." 

Mr. Arafat’s message on Tue- 
sday, which was prepared before 
the assassination of Mr. Oaw- 
asmeh, came out with the PLO 
leader's clearest position yet aga- 
insL American -sponsored set- 
tlements and stressed the imp- 
ortant role of military struggle in 
the PLO’s strategy “to achieve a 
just solution for the Palestinian 
question." 

Mr. ArafaL indicated in his mes- 
sage that any peaceful settlement 
in the Middle East will be det- 
ermined by the balance of power 
in the area but also implied that 
within the unfavourable present 
balance of power a just settlement 
cannot be achieved. 

“Our Arab Nation has to und- 
erstand that a just peace is based 
on the military and political bal- 
ance of power in the area." he 
said. 

“rherefore, any nation that 
drops its military option will not 
be able to survive historical ’cha- 
llenges ” he added. 

lhe military option has to rem- 
ain because “without it any peace 
that will be achieved within the 
current balance of power will be 
capitulation and not peace,’’ Mr. 
Arafat declared. 

The PLO leader attacked Ame- 
rican policy in the Middle East and 
(Continued on page 3) 


Palestinians, Israeli soldiers clash 
as W. Bank marks Fateh anniversary 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 


(Agencies) — Israeli occupation 
forces dashed with Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank during 
demonstrations Tuesday io mark 
the 20th anniversary of the fou- 
nding of Fateh, the mainstream 
commando movement in the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
{ PLO). and a memorial funeral for 
Fahd Oawasmeh, a member of the 
PLO Executive Committee who 
was shot dead Saturday and bur- 
ied Monday in Amman. 

In Gaza, a grenade thrown at an 
Israeli vehicle wounded a bys- 
tander and police defused two 
bombs in Jerusalem — one near 
the City Hall and the other near 
the Old City's Jaffa Gate. 

In Hebron, an occupied West 


Bank dty 40 kilometres south of 
Jerusalem, soldiers used tear gas 
to disperse 500 Palestinian dem- 
onstrators marking a memorial 
funeral for former Mayor Oaw- 
asmeh. 

Mr. Oawasmeh was mayor of 
Hebron from 1976 until the Isr- 
aelis expelled him to Jordan in 
1980. 

About 500 mourners, carrying a 
mock coffin, marched from a col- 
lege outside Hebron but were sto- 
pped by troops who fired tear gas 
canisters and rubber bullets to 
disperse them. 

The Palestine News Service said 
the troops also set fire to the cof- 
fin, which was draped in a green, 
red and black Palestinian flag. 

Businesses:*, schools and Pal- 


estinian establishments in Hebron 
Monday observed a day of mou- 
rning for the assassinated PLO off- 
icial and leading Palestinian lea- 
ders issued statements con- 
demning the killing. 

Several instances were reported 
Monday when Palestinian dem- 
onstrators threw stones at Israeli 
soldiers. 

The Israeli army was on the 
alert throughout Monday and 
Tuesday and several towns were 
under curfew. 

m 

In Bethlehem, Israeli soldiers 
quickly dispersed a demonstration 
by siudems chanting slogans con- 
demning the Oawasmeh murder 
and reiterating support for PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 


Israelis injure 
1, detain 9 
in S. Lebanon 

SI DON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli 
troops Tuesday wounded one 
Lebanese civilian and detained 
nine others during a pre-dawn 
search in the Shfiie village of Bid- 
ias east of Tyre in the Israeli occ- 
upied South Lebanon, security 
sources said. 

fhe civilian was wounde J when 
the Israelis opened tire to disperse 
stone-throwing villagers, the sou- 
rces said. 

rhey said the Israelis asked vil- 
lagers the whereabouts of Daw- 
oou DuwooJ, a political leader of 
the Shfiie Amal jnovemem in the 
south, rhey withdrew after a 
ihree-hour search failed to locate 

rel Aviv, military officials 
said two Lebanese civilians were 
wounded Tuesday when a bomb 
exploded in Haret Sidon, an eas- 
tern suburb of Sidon. They sakl 
the bomb was meant for a passing 
Israeli patrol but hit the civilians 

instead, 

An Israeli patrol spotted the 
commandos about five kilometres 
east of Sidon and opened fire, the 
sources said. 

In another development, Israel 
radio said that Deferae Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin would tour South 
Lebanon soon to inspect possible 
new “lines of deployment for the 
Israeli army. 


Artillery shells rake 
Beirut residential areas 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Militia 
gunners sent hundreds of artillery 
shells crashing into homes and off- 
ices near Beirut and in hills bor- 
dering Israel “from lines" in 
South Lebanon during the night, 
radio stations reported Tuesday. 

Rightist Falange radio, rep- 
orting several casualties and heavy 
material damage, said some shells 
also landed on the hub of mostly 
Christian east Beirut, the Ash- 
rafiyeh district, and on army pos- 
itions in foothills south of the cap- 
ital. 

Residential areas in the Kha- 
rroub region 25 kilometres south 
of B eirut were also hit, both the 
Falange radio and the “Voice of 
the Mountain" radio of the Pro- 
gressive Socialist Parly ( PSP) said. 

The Lebanese army Monday 
made a ceasefire in the Kharroub 
a condition for a Syrian-supported 
plan to send troops along the coast 
road to Israeli lines at the Awali 
River. 

The plan is to extend state aut- 
hority and prepare for army con- 
trol in ail South Lebanon when 
Israel ends its occupation. 

In a six-hour meeting the army's 
six-man command council dec- 
ided the plan should proceed in 
stage provided rival militias obs- 
erved the ceasefire in the Kha- 
rroub region. 

The go-ahead came two days 
after President Amin Gemeyel 


held talks in Damascus with Syr- 
ian leader Hafez AI Assad. 

Under the timetable, the rival 
militias would begin on Wed- 
nesday to remove their big guns 
firom the Kharroub, dear mines 
and dismantle barricades blocking 
the coast road under the sup- 
ervision of an all-party liaison 
committee. 

Units of Lebanon's paramilitary 
internal security forces (ISF) 
would deploy at this stage, during 
which militiamen whose homes 
are outside the Kharroub would 
be withdrawn. 

In a second stage, some 1,000 
troops would move down the ooast 
road on Jan- 6, setting up two che- 
ckpoints between Khalde just 
south of Beirut and Damour, 15 
kilometres from the capital. 

The coast road is now held by 
the PSP and the Shi’ite Muslim 
Amal militia as far as Damour. 
The “Lebanese Forces" control 
the IK-km stretch from Damour 
to the Awali. 

In Sidon, South Lebanon, Isr- 
aeli sources said one person was 
killed and about 20 people were 
injured Monday when an artillery 
shell struck a boat In the port of 
Jiyeh. 

They said the shell was fired 
from Kharroub, where PSP and 
“Lebanese Forces" militiamen 
have fought daily artillery battles. 



Mourners and friends and relatives of Fabd AI 
(jawasmeh, a Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Committee member who was ass- 


assinated Saturday, cany his body to the grave after 
an emotion-charged funeral Monday (Photo by 

Yousef AI ‘Allan) 


Assassinated PLO leader 
laid to rest in Amman 


By P.V. Vive kalian d 
and Saad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

t 

AMMAN — Fahd AI Oawasmeh. 
a Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Executive Com- 
mittee member who was shot dead 
by unknown gunmen Saturday, 
was laid to rest in an emotion-, 
charged ceremony in Amman. 
Monday. 

Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd 
Ibn Zaid deputised for His Maj- 
esty King Hussein in the funeral, 
which was attended by PLO Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat, senior Jor- 
danian and PLO officials and a 
large crowd of mourners. 

Thousands of people, some of 
them openly weeping and sob- 
bing, accompanied Mr. Oaw- 
asmeh' s body, wrapped in the tri- 
colour Palestinian flag, on its way 
from the University of Jordan 
Hospital to the University Mos- 
que, where prayers were held for 
the soul of the slain PLO leader, 
and to the Umm AI Hiran Cem- 
etery where it was buried. 

Slogans denouncing the Syrian 
'leadership, whom Mr. Arafat has 


accused of masterminding the ass- 
assination of Mr. Qawasmeh. rang 
out throughout the funeral pro- 
cession. 

“Assad is a coward,” the slo- 
gans said, referring to the Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad. 
“Down with Assad and his plans to 
liquidate the Palestinian cause.” 
some others said. 

In a funeral oration at the cem- 
etery, Mr. Arafat repeated his 
accusation that Syria was involved 
in the killing of the PLO Executive 
Committee member, who served 
as the mayor of the Israeli- 
occupied city of Hebron until 
1980 when he was deposed and 
exiled by the Israeli occupation 
authorities. 

“When the Zionists failed to kill 
you (Mr. Oawasmeh) they dep- 
orted you from Palestine." Mr. 
Arafat said. “What the Zionists 
could not achieve, the Syrian lea- 
ders have accomplished .** 

“The Zionists of the Arab 
World, represented by the rulers 
of Damascus, carried out the plot 
of executing Martyr Oawasmeh.” 
he said. 

“The Palestinian revolution will 
continue regardless of Mr. Oaw- 


asmeh was buried in a plot near to 
where Issam Sartawi. a leading 
PLO figure who was assassinated 
in Portugal in 1983. was laid to 
rest. The obstacles which the Syr- 
ian leaders have been planting 
along its path, all through its long 
march since the PLO's withdrawal 
from Beirut" in 1982, the PLO 
chairman said. 

Mustafa Natchc. who was also 
deposed by the Israelis as deputy 
mayor of Hebron in Z9.S3. also 
made a speech at Monday's fun- 
eral. He praisecLMr. Oawasmeh’ s 
role In organising resistance aga- 
inst the Israeli occupation and said* 
the PLO officers death was a 
“loss to the Palestinian cause." 

Mr. Natche travelled from Heb- 
ron to Amman to attend the fun- 
eral after failing to secure the occ- 
upation authorities' permission to 
bury Mr. Oawasraeh's body in his 
hometown. 

Afi A I Oawasmeh, also made a 
funeral speech on behalf of the 
deceased's family. He recalled the 
assassinated PLO leader's efforts 
to resist the Israeli occupation and 
the Jewish state's plans to ter- 
rorise the Palestinian population 
{Continued on page 3) 


Hussein 
in Riyadh 
for talks 
with Fahd 

RIYADH ( Agencies) — His Maj- 
esty King Hussein arrived in Riy- 
adh Tuesday for talks with Saudi 
Arabian officials expected to 
focus on the need for joint Arab 
action on a number of regional 
issues. 

The Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
said the King was met by King 
Fahd. Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn 
A bdul Aziz and other senior Saudi 
officials. 

King Hussein's visit comes amid 
press reports that he may also visit * 
other Arab countries, but there 
has been no official confirmation. 

Jordan wants an Arab summit 
convened to tackle Middle East 
problems, the Iran- Iraq war and 
an end to an Arab boycott of 
Egypt over its 1979 treaty with 
Israel. 

Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat toured 12 Arab capitals 
last month to muster support for a 
summit. Jordan and the PLO want 
summit support for planned joint 
action for a Middle East set- 
tlement. 

Saudi Arabia was to have hos- 
ted the 13th Arab summit in Nov- 
ember 1983. but efforts to hold it 
then and since have failed due to 
inter- Arab disputes. 

The last summit in Morocco in 
September 1982 produced an 
Arab peace plan calling for cre- 
ation of an independent Pal- 
estinian homeland in territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967. 

The 14th summit has failed to 
get off the ground because of the 
inter- Arab differences, notably 
the Syrian rift with Mr. Arafat and 
objection by the Arab hardliners 
to Egypt’s return to Lhe Arab fold. 

Egypt was expelled from the 
League of Arab nations because 
of its 1979 treaty with Israel. Only 
Jordan has resumed diplomatic 
relations with Cairo last Sep- 
tember. 

His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan was sworn in as Reg- 
ent before the King's departure 
from Amman. 

(Arab diplomatic efforts under 
way for summit, page 2 


New Year 
signals hope 
over arms 

■ 

negotiations, 
Pravda says 

MOSCOW (R) — The Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda said 
Tuesday the New Year brought 
fresh hope as the superpowers 
begin to talk to each other again 
on nuclear weapons. 

Referring to next week's mee- 
ting in Geneva between Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko and U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz, Pravda said: • 

“The New Year gives rise to 
new hopes. It is with, such sen- 
timents that peace-minded people 
in the world have received the 
news of the new Soviet-American 
talks." 

The paper again spelled oui that 
space weapons are Moscow's top 
priority on the agenda — som- 
ething which has repeatedly been 
stressed in a series of articles and 
statements since the Geneva mee- 
ting was announced last Nov- 
ember. 

Without an agreement on ban- 
ning space weapons, “everything 
achieved in the field of arms lim- 
itation will be brought to naught,"' 
Pravda said. 

Meanwhile, Kremlin leaders 
said the Soviet Union was pre- 
pared to do everything “to make 
the political climate t/ the planet 
healthy and deliver ma.tkind from 
the nudear threat.” 

In a message to the Soviet peo- 
ple published on all front pages 
Tuesday, they said the resumption 
of the East- West arms dialogue 
was on “fhe new initiative of the 
USSR.” 

The Kremlin message also exo- 
rted the Soviet people “to make 
every working day of the coining 
year a day of hard work... " 


Reagan looks set to . 
with ‘star wars’, page 8 
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Syrian air force intelligence behind 
‘Black September’, PLO official says 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official said Wednesday that 
“Black September”, the group 
which daimed responsibility for 
the assassination of PLO Exe- 
cutive Committee member Fahd 
AJ Qawasmeh, is “directed by the 
Syrian air force intelligence dep- 
artment," 

The offidal, who asked not to 
be named, told the Jordan Times 
that according lo PLO findings 
“Brigadier Mohammad AJ Kho- 
uli, head of the Syrian air force 
intelligence department, is the 
mastermind behind what is called 
‘Black September'.” 

International news agendes and 
Kuwaiti newspapers reported 
Sunday that they received ano- 
nymous calls from Rome from a 
group calling itself “Black Sep- 
tember” which claimed res- 
ponsibility for assassinating Mr. 
Oawasmeh outside his house in 
Amman Iasi Saturday. 

The PLO official said that Brig. 
Khouli is a senior advisor to Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad and 
“one of Assad's dosesL aids” He 
said that the Syrian air force int- 
elligence department “is also the 
guardian of the Abu Nidal group 
which had murdered many PLO 
officials in the past." 

The offidal was referring to a 
group, which had split from the 
mainstream Fateh faction, and 

Nakasone 
heads for U. S. 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone left 
Tuesday for talks with President 
Reagan in Los Angeles expected 
to be dominated by Japan’s sur- 
plus in trade with the United Sta- 
tes. 


headed by Hassan AJ Banna, bet- 
ter known as Abu Nidal. 

Abu Nidal was reported dead 
two months ago but Libya, which 
also supports Lhe group, later den- 
ied the reports and claimed that 
Abu Nidal was received by Libyan 
leader Colonel Muainmar Oad- 
hafi. 

The PLO official in Amman did 
not clarify whether the “Black 
September" group is a new one or 
is just an extension of the Abu 
Nidal group. 

Meanwhile in Amman, Jordan 
and the PLO have increased the 
number of security men who esc- 
ort PLO officials amidst reports 
that Syria has dispatched ass as ins 
to eliminate a list of top PLO off- 
icials. 

Mr. Oawasmeh, like most ind- 
ependent PLO officials, did not 
have any bodyguards. But since 
his assassination the five PLO 
Executive Committee members 
living in Amman have been obs- 
erved moving around with a num- 
ber of armed Palestinian and Jor- 
danian security men. 

According to well-informed 

Palestinian sources the Syrian 
“hit-list” is believed to include all 
members of ihe PLO Executive 
Committee, members particularly 
the newly elected ones, along with 
a number of senior Fateh officials. 

Newly elected Palestine Nat- 


ional Council (PNC) Speaker 
Abdul Hamid AI Saeh, who rep- 
laced the pro-Syrian Khaled AI 
Fahoum last November, has also 
been provided with Palestinian 
and Jordanian security officers lo 
escort him. 

In an interview with the state 
run Syrian Television, on the eve 
of Mr. Qawasmeh's assassination, 
Mr. Fahoum strongly attacked 
Mr. Oawasmeh, Mr. Saeh and 
PLO executive committee mem- 
ber Mohammad Milhein. 

Palestinian sources, however, 
dismissed any possibility that Mr. 
Fahoum would be directly inv- 
olved in any assassination plots 
but questioned the timing of tel- 
ecasting Lhe interview on Syrian 
Television. 

They added that assassins were 
actually sent to Bangkok last week 
in an attempt to murder Mr. Mil- 
hem and PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Abdul Rahim 
Ahmad. 

Both Mr. Milhem and M.\ 
Ahmad, who leads the Arab Lib- 
eration Front, were expected to 
make a stopover in Bangkok on 
their way back from China. 

The two leaders, however, were 
warned by the PLO leadership 
and changed their route. They 
returned to Amman Monday and 
participated in Mr. Oawasmeh' s 
funeral. 



AL WAHA 


AL WAHA STORES MANAGEMENT ANNOUNCES 
that the free shopping day for December 1984 was 
Thursday 27-12-1984. It also invites those who have 
purchased goods from AI Waha on that date to come 
to AI Waha stores during the period between Wed- 
nesday, Jan. 2, 1985 and Wednesday, J an. 9, 1985 to 
obtain free goods. 
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rab diplomatic moves 


underway to hold summit 


RABAT (R) — Intense diplomatic efforts are under 
way to hold a long-delayed Arab summit in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, early next year, Arab diplomatic sou- 
rces said here. 


They said Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi 
and Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat — discreetly backed by 
Riyadh — were the main pro- 
moters of the new efforts to Con- 


or formal information on the sub- 


ject, 


vene a summit. 

Mr. Klibi visited Baghdad last 
■week, while Mr. Arafat toured 
several Arab countries for talks 
which he said covered the holding 
of a summit. 

Saudi Arabia was due to have 
hosted the 13th Arab summit in 
November 19N3. but efforts to 
hold it then and since faltered over 
persisting inter-Arab disputes. 
The last summit was held in the 
Moroccan city of Fez in Sep- 
tember 1982. 

The sources said the current 
moves aim at holding the pro- 
posed summit in early February, 
but a number of Arab countries 
see the priority as convening a 
meeting of foreign ministers to 
pave the way for a summit. 

There has been speculation rec- 
ently in the Arab press that an 
Arab summit might take place in 
Riyadh on Jan. 28. 

But a senior government official 
in the Gulf told reporters: "We 
are aware of the contacts... but so 
far wc have received no invitation 


Ring H assail of Morocco, who 
met Mr. Klibi twice Iasi month, 
proposed hosting a special Arab 
summit last September to discuss 
Jordan's decision to restore rel- 
ations with Egypt, ostracised by 
most Arab states for signing a sep- 
arate peace treaty with- Israel in 
1 979. 

Although King Hassan’s envoys 
who toured Arab countries exp- 
lained it would not replace the 
Riyadh summit but prepare for it. 
a majority of Arab leaders con- 
sidered it untimely and the idea 
was dropped. 

Diplomats in the Gulf said Saudi 
Arabia would be cautiously tes- 
ting the ground in the next few 
weeks for holding a summit on its 
territory in early 1985. 

The diplomats said Saudi Ara- 
bia and its Gulf allies fell the time 
was ripe to call a summit amid 
signs of Arab accord on a number 
of crucial issues lacing the Arab 
World. 

The diplomats said Arab lea- 
ders agree on the need to set tie the 
Lebanese problem by securing an 
Israeli withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon, the need to end the 
lran-lr3q war and the need to add- 
ress peace moves to settle the 


Numeiri warns guerrillas 


of links with Libya 


CAIRO (R) — Sudanese Pre- 
sident Jaufar Numeiri has warned 
rebels seeking his overthrow that 
[inks with Libya wolild only bring 
them destruction and urged them 
to start peace talks. Egypt's Mid- 
dle East News Agency (MENA) 
reported Tuesday. 

MENA, in a dispatch from the 
southern Sudanese town of Juba, 
quoted Mr. Numeiri as saying; 
"Those who want to impose their 
views with arms should join a dia- 
logue. The principles and arms of 
(Libyan leader Muammar) Jad- 
hafi will only bring them des- 
truction and annihilation.'*”'’ 

The' Sudanese leader has rep- 
eatedly. accused ‘jLibya and Eth- 
iopia nl aiding guerrillas in the 
south. Both deny this. 

Mr. Numeiri. marking Sudan's 
29th anniversary of independence 
with a Lour he began Monday nl 
the troubled south, said he would 
extend what he called the exp- 
erimental decentralisation of the 
south for a further period which he 
did not specily. 

The Sudanese leader divided 
the south into three pans in 1983 
saying this was aimed at improving 
the performance of local aut- 
horities. 

The south, granted autonomy in 
1972 alter 17 years of civil war. 
viewed the division as an attempt 
by the Khartoum government to 


weaken the mainly Christian and 
Pagan region. 

MENA said Mr. Numeiri. in 
po.wer since a bloodless military 
coup he led in 1969. called in a 
separate speech Monday in the 
town of Wau in the southern pro- 
vince of Bahr A1 Ghazal for local 
leaders to help "the masses stand 
up to those who threaten their 

' security and stability." 

■ •* 

Meanwhile a Sudanese military 
statement said Monday that Sud- 
anese troops have repulsed a rebel 
attack on a southern military post 
near the Ethiopian border, killing 
25 rebels and wounding several 
others. 

The -statement, carried by tne 
official Sudan News Agency, said 
500 "outlaws" were involved in 
the attack on Saturday on the 
Boing military post in the sou- 
thern province of Upper Nile. 

• Two soldiers were killed in the 
clash. Automatic rifled and 
Soviet-made explosives were cap- 
tured by t he troops who are now in 
full, control of the area, the sta- 
tement added. 

On Sunday, another military 
statement said that 83 rebels were 
killed when irocpssiormed a rebel 
camp in southern Sudan on Fri- 
day. The government said last 
week 600 rebels were killed in a 
battle in the Jonglci area of sou- 
thern Sudan. 
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Arab- Israeli dispute. 

But Arab diplomats in Rabat 
said the main stumbling block was 
Syria, which fears a summit would 
re-endorse Mr. Arafat's PLO as 
the sole legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people. 

Such a move would help Mr. 
Arafat defeat any attempt by PLO 
dissidents to set up an alternative 
Palestinian organisation, they 
added. 

It was at a summit in Rabat in 
1974 that Arab leaders first gave 
the PLO formal endorsement. 

Syria, however, now backs Pal- 
estinian dissidents opposed to Mr. 
Arafat's policies. 


Mubarak 




■ * " w " * " 

Britain drew up plans 


** •< 


in 1954 to invade Israel 


LObDON (R) — Britain's service 
chiefs drew up a contingency plan 
in 1954 to invade Israel from the 
south', according to government 
records released Tuesday. 

Britain had a treaty com- 
mitment to aid Jordan in the event 
of a major attack by Israel. Cab- 
inet documents show that Britain 
drew up the invasion plan when 
pressed to say what action would 
be taken to honour this com- 


releases 


Coptic pope 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak Tuesday 
ordered the release of Pope She- 
nouda III. the spiritual leader of 
Egypt's estimated six million 
Copts. Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported. 

The agency said. Pope She- 
nouda. stripped of his temporal 
powers and banished to a desert 
monastery north east of Cairo by 
the late President Anwar Sadat in 
September 1981. would resume 
his duties from Tuesday. 

Pope Shenouda. 62. was acc- 
used by Mr. Sadat of fomenting 
sectarian strife and meddling in 
politics. 

Pope Shenouda. who claims a 
following of up to 22 million mai- 
nly in Egypt. Sudan. Ethiopia. 
Australia. Canada and the United 
States, is expected to conduct a 
Coptic Christmas mass at mid- 
night on Jan. 6 at Saint Mark's 
Cathedral in central Cairo. 

A senior government official 
said on Sunday about 4.000 Copts 
would be allowed to attend the 


Iranians reportedly head for Iraqi front 


service. 


Under the Eastern Christian 
calendar. Christmas falls on Jan. 
7. The Coptic Church was fou- 
nded in the First Century AD by 
Saint Mark. 

Pope Shenouda. an ex-soldier 
and journalist, was said by a senior 
church official last month to have 
been informed of Mr. Mubarak's 
decision in his monastery in Wadi 
Natroun. about 100 kilometres 
from Cairo. 


TEHRAN (R) — A Tehran new- 
spaper has said tens of thousands 
of Iranian troops were heading for 
the Iran- Iraq border fora decisive 
battle in the war against Iraq. 

The Farsi-languagc Islamic 
Republic, organ of the dominant 
Islamic Republican Party, rep- 
orted a "great flood of popular 
forces continuing towards the 
fronts to deliver the final fatal 
blow". 


It did not say where the troop 
buildups were taking place, but 
said fresh combat, specialist and 
service personnel had been des- 
patched to the fronts. 

Sources in Baghdad last week 
reported Iraqi troops moving up 
to reinforce the Misan secior of 
the front, in response to an Iranian 
buildup opposite the Iraqi town of 
Al Amarah. 


Iraqi war communiques have 
reported hundreds of air raids on 
Iranian troops concentrations in 
the area in recent weeks. 

Iran's National News Agency 
I RN A said 1 raq i warplanes had hit 
the town of Bostan and a nearby 
village in south west Iran Sunday, 
killing at least 14 people and inj- 
uring nearly 1 00. 

It said the attacks breached a 
U.N.-sponsored agreement bet- 
ween Iraq and Iran not to attack 
civilian centres. 

But an Iranian Interior Ministry 
spokesman told Reuter* Monday 
Bostan was a military area which 
had been closed to former res- 
idents. 

A spokesman for the United 
Nations team in Tehran, to mon- 
itor compliance with the agr- 
eement said Iran had not asked for 


an inspection of damage in the att- 
acks. 

The accord followed a string of 
attacks on civilian centres by bot h 
sides, including an Iraqi Air raid 
on the Kurdish town of Banch dur- 
ing a religious celebration last 
June which Iran said killed more 
than 300 people. 

Both sides have accused each 
other of further breaches of the 
agreement. But there has been no 
major ground fighting since late 
October, when Iran launched an 
offensive on the central sector. 

Diplomats said after that ope- 
ration they expected Iran to con- 
fine future offensives to actions 
aimed at driving Iraqi troops out 
of some 1.000 square kilometres 
of Iranian territory they have held 
since early in the 5l-monih-old 


war. 


mitmem. 

The cabinet agreed, however, 
that the existence of the plan sho- 
uld not be disclosed at a for- 
thcoming. meeting of the Anglo- 
Jordan defence board. 

Prime Minister Winston Chu- 
rchill said that leakage of such a 
plan would have '‘very grave con- 
sequences". Foreign Secretary Sir 
Anthony Eden said that under the 
treaty a threat of aggression meant 
that Britain and Jordan would 
consult. 

According to the cabinet rec- 
ords. Sir Anthony suggested that 
Mr. Churchill remind Israel of Bri- 
tain's treaty commitments and 
uige the government tn avoid any 
provocative action. 


U.S.-Israeli exercises 


were reportedly successful 


HAIFA. Israel (AP) — A U.S. 
Navy captain who took part in the 
first joint military exercise bet- 
ween the United States and Israel 
described it as a great success and 
said he hoped more would he held. 

The exercise held on Dec. 1 1 
and 12. involved the Aircraft Car- 
rier USS Eisenhower, the USS 
Mississippi missile cruiser and Isr- 
aeli military vessels. 

Capt. Phillip Olsqn of the Mis- 


sissippi said Monday the Israelis 
and Americans performed anti- 
submarine warfare exercises. 


Capt. Olson said the man- 
euvres .with Israel “needed more 
and additionalplaiuimg because it 
was being done for the first time. ' 

But he added that they were “of 
great professional value to both 
sides. I would like to see future 


exercises. 


Iran, Iraq renew shipping attacks as Gulf war enters 1985 


By John Owen Davies 

Reuter 


Bulgaria, £gypt 
restore relations 


BELGRADE (R) -Bulgaria anJ 
Egypt have resu-ned diplomatic 
relations, the Bulgarian news age- 
ncy BTA reported Tuesday. 
Egypt broke off relations with the 
co.n.nunist country on Dec. 5, 
1978, after a bizarre incident at 
the Bulgarian embassy in Cairo. 
Egyptian riot police noved into 
the embassy to break up a brawl 
apparently involving diplomatic 
staff and a group of local women 
who lived in the same building. 


BAHRAIN — The war between 
Iran and Iraq enters 1985 with 
renewed attacks by both sides on 
merchant shipping in the Gulf and 
reports that Iranian troops are 
about to launch a fresh ground 
offensive. 

Latest moves to end the 51- 
month-old war. which has caused 
many thousands of casualties, 
have apparently failed and both 
sides have vowed to fight on. 

Iraq, intent on strangling Iran's 
oil exports, resumed shipping 
raids on Dec. 3 after a six-week 
lull during which Iranian oil exp- 
orts almost doubled to about two 
million barrels a day. 

Since then. Iraq has launched 
air raids on six foreign ships, mai- 
nly tankers, while shipping sou- 
rces say Iran has retaliated with 
attacks on three ships, including 
two tankers using the Saudi Ara- 
bian oil terminal at RasTannurah. 

A total of 51 sizeable merchant 
vessels have been hit in raids by 
both sides so far this year, almost 
one a week. 

Iraq has promised to continue 
attacks on shipping and the cou- 
ntry's ruling Baath Party new- 


spaper Al Thawra says “all vital 
targets deep inside Iran" will be 
destroyed if Tehran launches a 
fresh offensive. 

Authoritative sources in Bag- 
hdad said this week Iranian troops 
had been massed for a Fresh off- 
ensive in a hilly area close to the 
border 40 kilometres east of the 
Iraqi town of Amara. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Vellayati said in the North 
Yemeni capital of Sanaa last week 
there was no room for dialogue or 
peace with Iraq. 

Irarr-seeks the overthrow of the 
Iraqi government. Mr. Vellayati. 
in Sanaa for a meeting of Islamic 
foreign ministers, said the war 
would continue until “complete 
victory." 

He was speaking after the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) appealed to Iran and Iraq 
to cooperaLe with its good offices 
committee, which has made rep- 
eated attempts to mediate. Both 
countries belong to the 45- 
member OIC. 

Diplomatic sources in the Gulf 
region say Iraq's latest offensive 
against shipping follows fresh del- 
iveries of French arms to Baghdad 
and successful efforts by Iran to 
boost its oil expons, mainly from 


its Kharg Island terminal. 

They said Iraq halted attacks in 
October when its talks with the 
Untied States on restoring dip- 
lomatic relations were in their 
final stages. Iraq also wanted to 
allow Gulf Arab states to try to 
formulate a fresh initiative to end 
the war. 

Baghdad and Washington res- 
tored relations after a 17-year 
break in late November. But a 
summit meeting it Kuwait last 
month of the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, which gen- 
erally suppon Iraq, ended without 
any peace move being announced, 
apparently because of Iran’s unc- 
ompromising stand. 

The council groups Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman. Oatar. Saudi Ara- 
bia. and the United Arab Emi- 


had been adapted to carry Exo- 
cets. 

Given the stalemate on the bat- 
tlefield and Iran's rejection of 
peace moves. Iraq sees attacks on 
oil targets as the way to force Teh- 
ran to the negotiating table. 

Iraq’s oil outlets at the head of 
the Gulf were closed shortly after 
the war started in September 
1980. ft currently exports about 
one million barrels a day. about a 
third of its pre-war level, mainly 
through a pipeline across Turkey 
to the Mediterranean. ' 


planes. 

The diplomatic sources say 
Iraq's FI -Cs. with a longer range 
than the French-made Super- 
Etendard fighter-bombers rec- 
eived by Baghdad last year, can 
only reach Iran's Lavan Island, 
which is about 80 miles northwest 
of Sirri. 


rates. 

The sources said Iraq had rec- 
eived at least a dozen' French built 
Fl-C Mirage strike jets, and a 
"substantial number" of sea- 
skimming Exocet missiles in add- 
ition to the eight already being del- 
ivered each month. 

Iraq, which has taken delivery 
of 40 Mirage FIs under earlier 
contracts, agreed in February 
1982 to buy 29 Fl-Cs. The sou- 
rces said the newly-arrived planes 


Shipping and industry sources 
say Iran hopes to neutralise the 
impact of Iraqi attacks on foreign 
tankers using Kharg Island by 
opening a makeshift oil terminal 
at Sirri Island, near the Gulfs 
mouth, early next year. 


They say Lavan Island has been 
used by Iran to launch retaliatory 
strikes on shipping on the western 
side of the Gulf. The Iranian att- 
acks started in Mav._. .. . \ 

The Lavan Island knbaseiseau- 
ipped mainly with U.S,-desigfed 
F-4 Phantom jets supplied to the 
Shah before he was overthrown in 
Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution, 
the sources say. 


Under the plan, convoys of 
small 'tankers will sail the 340 
miles from Kharg to Sirri Island 
and unload their cargoes into two 
supertankers acting as an export 
stockpile. 

This means foreign tankers will 
not have to run the risk of attack 
on the trip to Kharg and will face 
lower insurance premiums. Sirri 
Island is believed to be outside the 
effective strike range of Iraqi war- 
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Luweibdeh. Opening hours: lO.UUun. 
130 p.m. and 3.30 pjn. - 6.U0 p.m. 


* pie rust annual book exhibition org- 
anised by the Department of Library, 
Documentation and National Archives 
(DLDNA), at Russaifa Sport Qub. 


Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 3U128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (M&ftasy Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a-m.-4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. Trf. 
664240. 


An an ochibjtion by NawaJ Radi Al 
Abdulla at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(until Jan. lo). 


An art exhibition entitled "A Portrait 
of I9ih Century Jordan" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (ujiiQ Jan. 3 ). 


Museum: 100 Eo 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons* musical instruments* etc. 
hours: 9.00 ajn. - 5.00 pjn. 
uesdays. Td. 37169. 
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AMMAN AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


This information is supplied by Alia irtf- 
A+T*irDn£nt az the Queen Alia 


onnadon department at the Queen 
international Airport teL {08 1 53. 
where it should always he verified. 


Regular-fine ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 


SERVICE CLUBS 


" An exhibit ion of pain tings by Egyptian 
anibi Ahmad Shiha at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (RC C) (Wednesday) 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .Td: 
American Centre 


American Centre library ...... 

British CouncO 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre ....... 

Haya Aria Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.GA 

Y.W.MA. 

Ammon Municipal Library , 
University of Jordan Library 


661026/7 
... 44371 
41520 
36147-8 
.. 37009 
... 41993 
... 44203 
24049 
39777 
. 665195 
. 667181 
41793 
. 664251 
... 36111 
843555 


Lions Amman CUb. Meetings every 
Ris and (hind Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1:30 p.m. 

Liens PhBadeiphJa dub. Meetings 
every second add fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
PUaddpMa Rotary CUb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 

Rotary Qub. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 pjn. 
Royal Automobile Qub. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Cirde. Td. Rlb534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Josqpta Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590, 

Quoth of the A mmnciat fau (Roman 


Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440, 

rW Ia d^TL. - -■ , n ys ■ 


De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
"'757. 


Jabal Hussein, 66171.. 

Church of the Aunanciafien (Greek 


MUSEUMS 


OnhodozJAbdali. 23541. 
Church i( 


ftfldare Moseum: Jewelry and cos- 
uunes over 100 yeas old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to IRih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 51760. 
t — ‘nn 1 i fj iM Mi i a i Has an 


~ mu BMia iuusomiu nas an 

CxficUeni collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a (Giadd Hill). 


„ (Church of the Red- 

eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian Catbefe Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cfanrefa Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Cbnrch flnter- 
denomingjjonal); meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmesani, 816534. 


Opening hours: 9.00 am. • 5.00 p.m. 

( an d official holidays 10 . 00 am. 
® 4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 
Jordan National Goby; Goniaios a col- 
Icaion of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
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18uQ8 B Isha 
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12:15 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GA) 
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17:00 — Rio de Janeiro, Lisbon (1A) 
17 JO . — Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 
17J5 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

17 :40 — — London, Paris (RJ) 

17:40 . — New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 ...» Bucharest* Istanbul (RJ) 

1&00 Rome |RJ) 

18:10 ....... Paris, Damascus (TAJ 
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DEPARTURES 

06J0 .... Istanbul, Amsterdam (KLM) 

0650 Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 
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07,15 Aljflbs (RJ) 

07:50 — Cairo (EA) 
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«... Kuwait (KU) 
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1 8.-00 ■ ■■- . ’rti......H....,..iK Baghdad ( 1 A ) 
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20J0 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 
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Mesa Pi jad 
Al Farabi 
Mieoyslaw Kalin 
Pnra 

Mikail Mushfik 
Hodoklah Grown 
Al Kindi 
Korciz 

Huai Traveller 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Td: 
22324 (six lines) ax your service'. 


WEATHER 


B ullet in supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be partly cloudy, with dunces lor 
scanered showers. Lighi and variable 
winds will become southwesterly mod- 
erate to fresh. In Aqaba, winds wiU be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


Low/high temperature in deg , C 
Amman 


Aqaba .1(V19 

Desens 2/15 

Jordan Valley H/ly 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman U, Aqaba 19. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 74 per cent, Aqaba 56 
per cent. 


MONEV EXCHANGE 


Local seUfbuy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 64/ 64,4- 

Dutch guilder . — 11 3.5/ 114.1 

Egyptian guinea 300 305 J 

French franc 41.9/ 422 

Iraqi dinar 340f 34KJ 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.7/ 20.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 160.6/ 161.5 

Kuwaiti dinar — 1325/ 1331.fi 

Lebanes e lira ........ 44.7/ 45 Jt 

Omani rijral 1155/ 11633 

Qatari riyal 1103/ 111.3 


Saudi riyal 112.7/ I13j6 

Swedish crown ...... 4 SI 453 

Swiss franc ..... 1553/ 1563 

Syrian lira 39.7/ 403 

UAE dirham HOT 110.8 

U.K. sterling pound — 468.2 ! 471 

U3.doBar ....4043/ 4063 

W. Gentian mark 1283/ 128.9 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS: 

EMERGENCIES Dr. Ali Al Zanili *,121 

Mre»h pharmacy 770910 

Ambulance 193 , 775 m Grand Arabian pharmacy 24051 

Firaraid, fire, police 19 y Lm Ulhaina pharmacy K132UO 

Blood bank 775121 Al ‘Aideen pharmacy 772761 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 Hala pharmacy 778911 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192, 21111, 37777 TAMS: 

Police headquarters 39141 Tazina uud 44660 

Traffic police 56390-1 Jerusalem laxi 39655 

Eleanc Power Co. 36381-2 Tamer taxi ; 666417 

Municipal water service 771 125-8 Khaled taxi 237M 

Uueen Alia loi. Airport .. fttt) 53333 Kurdi taxi .t 841309 

HOSPITALS WilJdah ‘M* 812454 

IRBID 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 Ali Omari 72032 

KhaliJi Maternity, J. Aran .. 44281-4 Al Awadm pharmacy — 74532 

Akfleh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 _ 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4 > 36 ,> MR^A: 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 °F- v °usef F. Abu Sa'd 983063 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-t Bilal pharmacy (— ) 

Shmeisani Hospital W>9I3I 

$$ general 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 Television 7731 T1 

Al-Ahli, Abdaii 664164 Radio Jordan ..... 774111 

Italian, Al-Muhaireen 777101-3 Ministry ot Touniin ' 42311 

Al -Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 161 complaints 66641 2 

Army, Marka 9161 j awnptainis fin II 76 

Telephone: 

NIGHT DUTY Informaiion - U 

Jordan and Middle East Cafe 10 

A VLUAN: 17 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa 776U9 R?Sir “"IIITii 


MARKET PRICES 
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British cabinet papers arc tra- 
ditionally raadej public after 3‘0 
jrears. unless they contain par- 
ticularly sensitive material. 

The cabinet papers also -rev- 
ealed that a British government 
official once described former- Isr- 
aeli Prime Minister Menachcm 

Begin “a viper" who should be 

firmly repelled. 

The description came from a 
senior Foreign Office official, 
commenting in a memorandum on 
a request from Mr. Begin for a 
visa. 

The memorandum noted that 
Mr. Begin was the former leader 
of the Irgun guerrilla group, which 
was responsible for bomb attacks 
in Palestine during the last years of 
the British mandate there. 

At the time of his visa inquiry. 
Mr. Begin was leader of Isracfs 
extreme nationalist party. Hcrut. 

The Foreign Office official said 
it was presumptuous of Mr. Begin 
even to make the inquiry. 

“I hope we shall firmly repel 
this viper from our bosom. One 
should not dwell on the past but 
there are limits to forgiveness and 
expediency." the official wrote. 
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Shipping sources say Iranian 
attacks, usually in the Shah Alhim 
Shoal area midway between Iran 
and Oatar. arc often preceded by a 
low pass, sometimes at 30 metres 
above target, by a U.S. -designed 
P5 maritime reconnaissance 
plane. 

They say two F4s. one armed 
with four Maverick missiles, then 
attack the target, flying about IT 
metres above the Gulf to avoid- W 
conventional radar. 



Upper flower price in {is per ke. 
Apple (double red) 230 / 1X0 


Apple (gakkn) 230/1 «q 

Apple (starter) 230/ 180 


Banana 280/240 

Banana (Mukamraar) ,,.,..240/210 

Beans. 370/320 

Broad bans 7S0/7U0 

Cabbage > — 130/ 100 
Chestnut : : 650/600 


Ltttuoe (per one) 120/ 1«J 

Mallow ^..300/250 

Maadann ; 1 x 0/140 

Marrow (large) 180/150 

Marrow (smafl) 2HO/220 

Onwn (dry) ; 1W/ 

Onion (green) 140/ 100 

Okra G 5 o / 550 

Oraqge* (Abu Sutra) 240/180 






.130/100 
..240 / 200 


Carrot — ... 

Cauliflower 

Gicumber flaige) 370/200 

Cuounber (jrmall) 480/420 

Eggplant (tops) 160/ 130 

Eggplant (small) 150 / 120 

Garfie 180/130 

Grapefhut 150/100 

Lemon 120/ 90 


Onums (Steramotiti) 190 1 260 

Ptaaey — ^ 80/ "80 

Pears (American) ^4*2. 540 /- 
Pepper (sweet) — 350 f\ 
Pepper (hot green) 350/; 

Potatoes pool) ^ — 

Radishes 

Spmacfr 
Tomatoes 



Turnip . 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hassan condoles A1 Fayez family 

■ 

* 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday called at the residence of the late Sheikh Ali Miihqal AI 
Fayez and extended his condolences to the Al Fayez family and 

■ Bani Salt hr tribes on the death of the Jate Sheikh Ali. 

■ 

■ 

Decree approves communications law 

• 

AMMAN (Petra) — A RoyalDecree has been issued endorsing 
the Special Communications Committee law after it was approved 
by both Houses of Parliament. The' new committee will be res- 
ponsible for planning, constructing, operating' and maintaining 
‘ the extended microwave network and for its development. & 

• r 

Ministers discuss agricultural marketing 

AMMAN ( Petra j — Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister 
Suleiman Arar Monday presided over a meeting at the Ministry of 
industry and Trade. The talks were attended by the ministers of 
industry and Lrade. finance and agriculture in addition to rep- 
resentatives from the Jordanian Company for Marketing Agr- 
icultural Products. During riie meeting, various aspects of the 
company's work, the stages it has achieved and its future plans 
were discussed. 

. Telephones to be installed in cars 

AMMAN (Petra) — The telephones in cars project will be put 
into operation by the end of February. Minister of Com- 
munications and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Tel- 
'ecomm unications Corporation Mohammad Ai Zaben has said. 
Dr. Zaben said the new cars telephones regulation will be sub- 
mitted to the cabinet for discussion and approval in preparation 
for meeting requests to install telephones in cars. Dr. Zaben also 
pointed out that 50.000 telephone lines will be provided in the 
various pans of the country during 1985. 

Passport Department collects JD 2.3 m 

A vl vlAN (Petra) — rhe General Passport Depanmem collected 
J 1> 2.578,680 in fees for issui ng 1 1 8,934 passports during the year 
1984. director general of the Passport Department. Mr. Moh- 
ammad AI Qudah, has said. Mr. (Judah added that the dep- 
artment also collected JD 432,736 in fees for 32,078 other tra- 
nsactions, including pilgrims' tickets to occupied Palestine, ren- 
ewal of permanent and temporary passports, additions and ext- 
ensions of passports validity for Gazans, in addition to issuing 
special passports and other certificates. 

No chilled imported meat until Jan. 6 

AMMAN (Petra) — Fresh chilled meat imported by the Ministry 
of Supply will not be distributed for a certain period due to the 
Chrisunas holiday's in the countries of origin, a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Supply said Monday. Chilled fresh beef will not be 
distributed on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, Jan. 2, 3 and 4, 
while chilled fresh mutton will not be distributed on Thursday and 
Friday Jan. 3 and 4. rhe source said that the ministry will red- 
istribute fresh chilled beef and mutton on Sunday, Jan. 6. 

V 

Ajlouni allocates parking for handicapped 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Kame| Al Ajlouni has 
deci Jed'to allocate a special parking lot for the vehicles belonging 
to handicapped persons. to enable, them to- easily visit hospital 
physicians: i- 
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Prime Minister Ahma d Obeidat (second right) pre- 
sents awards to researchers who have helped to 
further developmental projects in the country. The 


awards were made during a ceremony held at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce. (Petra photo) 


Obeidat highlights importance of 
agricultural research, development 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat has stressed 
the importance of agriculture for 
Jordan, describing it as the basic 
cornerstone in the coantry's eco- 
nomy. He said that His Majesty 
King Hussein, the government 
and the Jordanian people are all 
keen on developing agriculture 
and food production. 

rhe prime minister was spe- 
aking at a ceremony held at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
where he distributed awards to 
those excelling in a programme 
organised by the Al Hussein Fund 
for Development Studies. 

Mr. Obeidat expressed his app- 
reciation to the fund's board of 
directors for supporting scientific 
research projects and activities in 
the country, especially those 
which are connected with agr- 
icultural wealth. 

He urged those concerned to 
intensify' their efforts “lor dev- 
eloping agriculture in order to 
help build . up the country under 
King Hussein's leadership." 

line prime minister stressed the 
need for encouraging research 
work in view of the fact that Jor- 
dan is now about to launch a new 
five-year development plan. He 
expressed hope that the fund's 
board would organise seminars 
and lectures aimed at promoting 
research and study work. Mr. 
Obeidat also announced the gov- 
ernment's donation o) J D 5.0(H) to 
help finance the fund’s research 
programmes. 

Research, awards 

• - ■ • . i • * f\ .• 

■ ■ ■ 

Among those receiving awards 

was Dr. -Mansour ‘Utouin. dir- 


ector of employment at the Min- 
istry of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment, for his research work 
on disciplinary action for civil ser- 
vants. His award was JD 1,000. 
Another recipient was Mr. Muhib 
Abdul Fauah for his work on irr- 
igation techniques in Lhe Jordan 
Valley. 

At the outset of the ceremony. 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Jawad Al Anani. made a speech 
expressing his appreciation to the 
prime minister for sponsoring the 
ceremony and voiced his gratitude 
to the King and prime minister for 
their keenness to promote dev- 
elopment and research projects. 

Dr. Anani said that the fund will 


continue its work towards sup- 
porting the research projects in 
Jordan and thanked those taking 
part in the fumT s programme. 

Also addressing the ceremony 
was Dr. Bassam Al Saket. cha- 
irman of the fund's technical 
committee, who outlined the obj- 
ectives 3nd aims of the fund, mai- 
nly in carrying out development 
projects. The fund has plans for 
nolaing lectures, seminars and 
conducting studies in dev- 
elopment, he said. 

The ceremony was attended bv 
cabinet members, university pro- 
fessors, representatives of the 
Royal Scientific Society and inv- 
ited guests. 


Local experts to translate , 
restore Omani documents 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Oman will embark on a joint pro- 
ject to restore and translate a 
number of valuable Omani doc- 
uments and manuscripts. Minister 
of Culture. Tourism and Ant- 
iquities Taher Hikmat said Tue- 
sday. 

Mr. Hikmat. who arrived in 
Amman after a five-day official 
visit to Oman, said that Dep- 
artment of Libraries. Doc- 
umentation and National Arc- 
hives (DLDN A) Director General 
Ahmad Sharkas will visit Oman to 
coordinate with Omani officials in 
drawing up the necessary arr- 
angements for achieving this goal. 

Another Jordanian delegation, 
headed by the director^eneral of 
the Antiquities Department and 
comprising a number of Jordanian 


experts in the field of antiquities, 
will also visit Oman to contribute 
to the study and restoration of the 
castles of the Sultanate of Oman. 
Mr. Hikmat added that it has also 
been agreed that a number of 
Omanis will receive training at the 
Antiquities Department. 

During his visit to Oman Mr. 
Hikmat discussed issues per- 
taining to cultural, archaeological 
and tourist fields, in addition to 
discussing the holding of a nat- 
ional Omani cultural week in Jor- 
dan during April. 

He also discussed with the 
Omani minister of industry and 
trade promotibrrof Omani tou- 
rism to Jordan and bencfiliing ', 
from ' Jordan's expertise in the' 
field of internal tourism. 
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Labour, Social Development 

Ministries to coordinate 
services, Abdul Jaber says 

AMMAN (Petra) — The [Ministry of Labour and 
•Social Development is currently working on taking 
the necessary measures to achieve coordination, 
correlation and balance between the staff of the Min- 
istry of Labour and the Ministry of Social Dev- 
elopment, Minister of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Tayseer Abdul Jaber said Tuesday. 


In an interview wiih lhe Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Abdul Jaber said thai the ministry 
will reconsider the legislative asp- 
ects of the organisation and adm- 
inistration of both. the Ministries 
of Soda! Development and Lab- 
our and that many organisational 
measures will be taken to ensure 
more coordination and int- 
egration between the two min- 
istries after they were merged into 
one. 

Independent departments 

The amalgamation does not 
mean that all administrative mat-' 
ters will be merged, because every 
department will remain ind- 
ependent from the other fin- 
andally and administratively and 
each one will be headed by an 
under-secretary or a director gen- 
eral. in accordance with the arr- 
angements to be worked out by 
the committee for administrative 
development, he said. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber added that his 
ministry has sped lie perceptions 
i n o rder t o a voi J the d u p I ica t i on o I 
work. Among these. Dr. Abdul 
Jaber said, are amalgamating the 
labour offices and the soda! dev- 
elopment centres in the various 
pans of Jordan, with the exc- 
eptions of the offices located in the 
govemoraies centres and in Zarqa 
and Aqaba . H e said that the aim of 
this amalgamation is to utilise staff 
in rendering better services in add- 
ition lo saving rental costs for off- 


ices and other related expenses. 

Another idea of the ministry is 
related to merging the labour eff- 
orts into those of the Ministry of 
Social Development, in relation to 
labour culture, population culture 
and rraining in soda! fields with 
ihe aim of creating a new centre 
for developing and training lab- 
ourers and soda! workers. Dr. 
Abdul Jaber said. 

Social centres 

According to the new per- 
ception, the responsibility for sup- 
ervising the preq unification and 
training of handicapped and juv- 
eniles will rest with the vocational 
training corporation whenever 
this is possible, he added. We will 
also work on developing the Pri- 
ncess Rahma Development Cen- 
tre in Allan into a regional centre 
for rural development, the min- 
ister said. 

Speaking about the aid pro- 
gramme to poor families he said 
that this project should be rec- 
onsidered and stressed the need to 
establish a fund for sodal welfare 
in cooperation with the Sodal 
Security Corporation and other 
social institutions. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said that there 
will be no new appointments in the 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development except for the rep- 
lacement of staff whose services 
are terminated for one reason or 
another. He also said that the min- 
istry will train staff from the min- 



Tayseer Abdul Jaber 

istry in various fields of work so 
that they can take over from one 
another when there is a need for 
this. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber stressed the 
importance of the Ministry of Soc- 
ial Development which, he said, 
deals with the citizen from his chi- 
ldhood through to old age in add- 
ition to dealing with juveniles, 
labourers, retired persons and dis- 
abled people. The ministry's pro- 
grammes will not succeed if they 
do not receive the cooperation of 
the private sector and all ins- 
titutions which are capable of ext- 
endinghelp. Dr. Abdul Jaber said. 

The ministry's policy is based on 
many aspects, the most important 
of which is constructing ins- 
titutions and centres for disabled 
persons, juveniles and abandoned 
children because at present the 
number of such centres is ins- 
ufficient. unsuitable and cannot 
absorb the large numbers reg- 
istered on the wailing lists, the 
minister said. Dr. Abdul Jaber 
paid tribute to the efforts ot cha- 
ritable societies and pledged sup- 
port and encouragement for such 
societies. 
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V FC encourages students to pursue skilled professions 


By Simonetta Carr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While Jordan's edu- 
cational system is. now producing 
more than enough professionals, 
through Lhe three universities in 
the country, and technicians, thr- 
ough 46 community colleges tra- 
ining around 30.000 -students in 
80 specialisations, there is still a 
shortage of skilled, partially ski- 
lled and unskilled workers in the 
industrial and agricultural sectors, 
which forces the country to import 
foreign manpower. 

A study conducted in June 19.84 
by the World Bank revealed that, 
for the next few years, the country 
will have a surplus of nearly all 
categories, except for agricultural 
and industrial workers. 

•‘The diminished request for 
professionals and highly skilled 
technicians in the Gulf States is 
forcing many Jordanians who 
were working there to return'', 
says Dr. Munther Al Masri. pre- 
sident of the Vocational Training 
Corporation VTC in Jordan. "On 
top of that, our universities arc 
now producing a very large num- 
, ber of graduates considered as one 
of the largest in the world. Gra- 
duates and technicians far exceed 
our local needs and we are actually 
starling to feel problems of une- 


mployment. even among eng- 
ineers and physicians, which, tra- 
ditionally. are regarded as ben- 
efiting the most from openings 
towards a successful career". 

Dr. Al Masri believes that it will 
be practically impossible to obtain 
enough unskilled and semiskilled 
local workers: even in years from 
now. "The educational system in 
Jordan is far ahead of our eco- 
nomical activities." he .explains. 
"After nine years of compulsory 
education, most people prefer to 
study two more years and get 
some kind of specialisation that 
will ensure a higher pay. No-one 
really chooses to become an uns- 
killed worker except under strong 
economical pressures. This is why 
we will most probably continue to 
depend on foreign manpower to 
fill these needs." 

Labourers 

Dr. AJ Masri says that a study of 
labourers joining the workforce in 
Jordan during the years 1981 -S5 
showed that, on average, males 
have 11.6 years of education, 
females 10.3 with a total average 
of 11.1. 

"These numbers are high even 
compared to other countries", he 
said. "Only the drop-outs from 
schools become unskilled lab- 
ourers. but they are a relatively 


small number compared to the 
needs of a developing country, 
suck as ours, which stilf relies on 
manual labour". 

As far as skilled workers are 
concerned. Dr. Al Masri believes 
that it will lake the next five years 
to make a breakthrough, and it is 
in this very area that VTC is dir- 
ecting most of its efforts. 

‘■Skilled workers.” Dr. AJ Masri 
explain!*. "are trained in Jordan, 
in three different types of ins- 
titutes. The first comprises sec- 
ondary vocational schools, inc- 
luding grades 10-12. with a full 
programme which specialises in 
technical skills and leads to a gen- 
eral examination after which a 
student can choose to continue his 
studies.” Most ol these schools are 
run by the Ministry of Education. 
Second arc the training centres, 
similar to the vocational schools, 
but more practically oriented. 
These schools, also almost exc- 
lusively run by the Ministry of 
Education, offer a two vear course 

m 

which follows compulsory studies. 
Dr. Al Masri explained. 

Apprenticeship centres 

The third type of schools inc- 
ludes the apprenticeship centres 
which are run by the VTC. These 
programmes and methods of tra- 
ining are basically similar to the 
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■ Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat (second left; chats 
to ftn app ren ti ce Ln hriastrial training during a tour 


of- the Vocational TralxaiauST joJwJth ^qn’s facilities 
and workshops (J.T. 1 ~~ 



training centres, but. in the first 
ones, the practical element is mos- 
tly acquired on the job. In a tra- 
ining centre a student is a fulltime 
student. In an apprenticeship cen- 
tre students are employed by local 
employees at reduced wages and 
spend three days a week on the 
job. and three days at the centre. 
Even while on-the-job. however, 
the students, who are usually emp- 
loyed in groups of about 20, are 
not left on their own but are fol- 
lowed by their VTC trainer who 
makes sure the programme is adh- 
ered to. 

At the centre, one of the three 
days is devoted to general edu- 
cation, one to technical theory and 
one to practical work. The VTC is 
training, at present, about 6.000 
students in 10 operating centres 
around the country. Most of them 
arc. naturally, located in the 
Amman-Zarqa area which com- 
prises 70% of the population, but 
there are also centres in the Irbid 
area, in the Jordan Valley and 
Madaba. The Aqaba centre is still 
developing and more centres are 
planned for the southern part of 
the Jordan Valley. 

The centres vary in size and fac- 
ilities. Some, such as the one in 
Aqaba and some in the Jordan 
Valley, are using, at preseni. Min- 
istry of Education buildings for 
their training activities. “We only 
need class facilities”. Dr. Al Masri 
says, "since most of the practical 
skills are taught on the job at the 
employer's premises.” 

Most of the VTC centres only 
teach industrial skills which com- 
prise about 20-25 specialisations. 
This line of study was the priority 
at the beginning and remained so 
umil 2 years ago. Now, two of the 
centres are also offering agr- 
icultural specialisations and one in 
Amman offers hotel training. The 
VTC is planning to include hotel 
(raining as one of the spe- 
cialisations offered by the Aqaba 
■centre as well. 

Upgrading courses 

The VTC also offers upgrading 
programmes for people who are 
already employed but who want to 
upgrade their skills. Usually, 
about 2.000 workers per year enr- 
oll in these courses. “In Jordan”. 
Dr. Al Masri explains “there are 
few or no restrictions on job da-, 
ssificaiion. Anyone can work as a 
plumber or an electrician if he says 
he is one. There is no agency to 
certify whether one is qualified or 
not. This is a cause of the low sta- 


ndards of work we often witness” 
he adds. 

After a couple of years of pre- 
paration work, the VTC is now 
beginning some organisational 
work in this field. All jobs have 
been described, then classified, 
and a test has been prepared for 
each. • 

The VTC will start at the beg- 
inning of 1 985 to apply these tests 
on an experimental basis to ide- 
ntify skill levels of workers. Tests 
for the mechanical trades which 
include 80 jobs will be applied in 
January, followed, a few months 
later. the electrical trades 
which include 70-80 jobs. 

The VTC is now advertising 
these tests for workers who want 
to verify their skill level or who 
want a certificate proving their 
jobs, (which is usually required 
upon applying for a passport, for 
example).' Then, if needed, wor- 
kers can join the VTC courses to 
upgrade their skill levels. ' 

Mostly made ■ 

VTC students are almost exc- 
lusively male. “Girls in our cou- 
ntry prefer to attend training cen- 
tres'*. Dr. Al Masri says. "and. 
usually follow the traditional lines 
of occupations, especially tea- 
ching and office work. They arc 
not at all interested in industrial 
training, and hotel training is very 
unpopular with girls, even in gov- 
ernment schools." 

VTC courses last two years, with 
one year of “supervised exp- 
erience”, when the student is fully 
employed but still supervised and 
advised by VTC trainers. While 
most students easily acquire eno- 
ugh training during the first two 
years. Dr. Al Masri says that some 
of them about 10-10%. still “lack 
something” and the centre then 
extends the training course for 
them to cover part of the third 
year. "Our programmes are very 
flexible”. Dr. Al Masri explains. 

The VTC is a government age- 
ncy. but docs not belong to any 
ministry aDd operates aut- 
onomously. It is mainly sponsored 
by the government through a yea- 
rly grant which covers about 80% 
of their expenses. The remainder 
comes from the very nominal-fees 
requested from the students at the 
beginning of the courses. Other 
aid comes from the World Bank 
and other institutions. Gov- 
ernments such as the USA. Korea. 
USSR. China and’ the European 
Community have contributed in 
the past to either build or equip 
some of the centres. 


Islamic scholars call for developing 
preaching, guidance techniques 


■ ; By Olga- Mikhael 

' * Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The first annual con- 
ference on Islamic preaching and 
guidance concluded its meetings 
here Monday at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre recommending that 
Jordan adopt and specify a clear 
philosophy for all preaching and 
guidance institmuions based on 
the ideological framework of the 
country. 

The conference also rec- 
ommended that all guidance pro- 
grammes must he directed and 
developed in a continuous, com- 
prehensive and creative fra- 
mework. The conference, org- 
anised by the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs and attended 
by over 200 Islamic scholars from 
dilfereni Islamic countries and 
representing different Islamic 
organisations, discussed during its 
last day three working papers pre- 
pared by Jordanian professors and 
Islamic scholars. 

'The Islamic Message and the 
Modem Communication' System' 
was the title of a paper discussed 
Monday and prepared by Mr. 
Kamel AI Sharif, the former min- 
ister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs. 
Mr. Juma'a ilammad. a member 
of the Senate and a prom inuni 
journalist. Mr. Nasouh Al Majali. 
director general of the bro- 

Assassinated 
PLO leader 
laid to rest 

(Continued from paage 1) 

living in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

Following the funeral. Mr. Ara- 
fuL and members of the ; )aw- 
asmeh family received con- 
dolences from the mourners. 

A large number of Arab and 
foreign delegations was present 
during the funeral. 

Mr. Arafat- also received cables 
of condolences from a number of 
Arab and foreign leaders inc- 
luding King Fahd of Saudi Arabia. 

Delegations representing var- 
ious Arab countries and org- 
anisations also called on the PLO 
leader personally to offer con- 
dolences on the death of Mr. 
f Jawasmeh. 

The General Federation ol Jor- 
danian Trade Union (GFJTU), 
issued a statement condemning 
the assassination of Mr. Duw- 
asmeh as" an ugly crime." The sta- 
tement said Jordan “under the 
leadership of- His Majesty King 
Hussein, will always remain the 
stronghold of steadfastness aga- 
inst all cowardly conspiracies " 

"The manyr's blood will not be 
shed in vain.*' it added. 


adeasnng-- -service. Mr. Munir 
Durra. director general of Jordan 
Television. Dr. 'Ibrahim' AT’KiJani. 
professor at the University of Jor- 
■dan and Mr. Hassan A I Tal. a jou- 
rnalist. 

The paper recommended the 
formation of a supreme media 
committee representing different 
concerned governmental org- 
anisations and members, inc- 
reasing programmes about Islam 
and censoring programmes pre- 
sented for the sake of ent- 
ertainment and to instead show 
programmes that do not con- 
tradict Islamic beliefs. 

During the evening session the 
participants listened to a research 
paper presented by Dr. Hani 
Abdul Rahman and Dr. Ali Faqir 
from the University of Jordan ent- 

a 

itled "Cooperation Between Dif- 
ferent Guidance Organisations in 
the Kingdom." The research 
paper specified lhe 'guidance org- 
anisation represented in mosques. 
Islamic centres, educational cen- 
tres. dilfereni media outlets such 


as-tt-Ic vision and radio, social, cul- 
tural and rehabilitation centre' 
and charitableiOEganrsations. 

The research also called on the 
different guidance institutes tc 
avoid duplication and con- 
tradiction between the various 
guidance institutions and to take 
the initiative in addressing the 
whole world about the Islamic rel- 
igion. 

Cable to Hussein 

At the conclusion of the con- 
ference. Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abed KhalafDaw- 
oudieh sent a eable to His Majcsty 
King Hussein thanking the King 
for patronising and addressing l he 
opening session of the conference. 
Mr. Dawoudich said that the 
Kings address was considered as 
one of the main working papers ol 
the conference. He added that the 
conferees attach great hope's that 
King Hussein will continue to 
support preaching and guidance. 
Mr. Dawoudich also wished the 
King success "in achieving the 
message ot his great prandial her." 


Arafat vows to step up 
armed struggle 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jescribed U.S. President RonalJ 
Reagan's proposals of September, 
1 982, Tor peace in the Middle East 
as "dangerous" 

" Hie American administration 
throws its nets in the shape of 
peace proposals and plans which 

only cany the title of peace but in 

essence are schemes to con- 
solidate and legitimise the results 
of the Israeli aggression, which 
contravenes the basic rights and 

aspirations of the peoples of this 
area," he said. 

vfr. Arafat's strong attack aga- 
inst American peace proposals 
and his commitment lo escalate 
armed struggle did not mean, 
however, Lhai the PLO was mov- 
ing away from political moves in 
search for a peaceful settlement. 

” rhe gun and the olive branch 
remain embraced,” Mr. Arafat 
said. “ rhe gun will always be used 
in the service of our political and 
holy goal of restoring the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestinian 
people." 

Mr. Arafat explained that the 
PLO will always aim at forging ail 
Arab abilities — "away from the 
politics of polarisation" — to ach- 
ieve the aim of establishing an 
independent Palestinian state 
under the leadership of the PLO, 
the sole legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people. 

rhe PLO will continue talks 
with Jordan "to reach a common 
platform for future joint political 
moves," will work “for the return 


ot Egypt to the Arab fold and 
away from Camp David" and par- 
ticipate in efforts to put an end to 
the four-year-old war between 
Iran and Iraq, vlr. Arafat s 3 id in 
his message. 

vlr. Arafat also warned of the 
dangerous consequences of what 
he described as American- 
sponsored withdrawal talks bet- 
ween Lebanon and Israel in the 
South Lebanese town of Naqoura. 
He charged that the U.S. is trying 
to adopt a settlement in South 
Lebanon which "is by no means 

less dangerous than the Camp 
David accord” signed between 
Egypt and Israel in 1979, he said. 

vir. Arafat indirectly accused 
Syria of pledging to the U.S. to 
force decisions taken aL the Naq- 
oura talks on the Lebanese peo- 
ple. ** ITie Americans are in agr- 
eement with a certain Arab party 
which pledged to force the Leb- 
anese people to accept the Naq- 
oura talks despite Lhe fact that 
they include two articles that ban 
the return of Palestinian com- 
mandos to South Lebanon and 
guarantee the security of the nor- 
thern borders of the Zionist ent- 
ity.” he said. 

Hi rough out his message, Mr. 
Arafat repeatedly but indirectly 
portrayeJ Syria as a collaborator 
with the Americans. He referred 
to unsuccessful Syrian efforts to 
impede the convening of the 17th 
session of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) as an 
“American-Zionist scheme" aga- 
inst the PLO. 
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LOOKING back on the year in the Middle East produces, inevitably, 
grounds For both optimism and pessimism about the prospects for 
1985. 

1984 was the year in which it became dear that Israel had suffered 
its first major ddeat in a war against the Arabs. The elements of this 
defeat accumulated slowly compared to other lightning campaigns: 
the collapse of the right-wing Christian regime which Israel had hoped 
to install in Beirut; the ascendency of Syria; and the rise of the 
Lebanese national resistance movement. When Israel does eventually 
withdraw from southern Lebanon, as it must, it wQI be because an 
Arab armed resistance has forced it out on its own terms. The imp- 
lications of thk historical reverse may yet be more significant than aB 
the previous Arab- Israeli conflicts. In the short-term alone, it is a 
lesson of the dangers Israel faces in seeking to impose its order of 
things on the Arabs by force of arms. 

The end of the year also sees grounds for optimism in that a new 
realism is in the process of emerging in the Arab World, both with 
regard to the need for Egypt to be a part of the concerted Arab peace 
movement and, wi thin the PLO, as to what can be achieved and the 
means of going about it. There is renewed talk of the principle of 
territory for peace and of an international conference under the 
auspices of the United Nations, both almost universally recognised as 
paths to a solution. In Lebanon there has been a vast improvement in 
the internal situation. For the latter achievement Syria deserves cre- 
dit, as without its support the process of recondtiation in Lebanon 
would have been a non-starter. It is one of the past year's most notable 
developments that Syria has risen to a position of unprecedented 
dominance in the region, mainly because of President Assad's adroit 
capitalisation of the ill-conceived U.S. and Israeli intervention in 
Lebanon. But there are signs now that Syria is using its new-found 
influence in Lebanon as a brake to be applied at will to the wider peace 
process. It cannot be a cause for optimism that Syria has succeeded in 
acquiring such leverage but it is nevertheless part of the new equation 
in the region that Syria will have to be included in any settlement. 

To underestimate Syria's capacity to disrupt any settlement for the 
region from which it feels excluded "would be a grave miscalculation. 
On the other hand, allowing Syria to wield the power of veto over a 
peace initiative would be equally dangerous. The only sure way of 
preventing Syria using the Lebanon issue as just such a veto is for 
Israel to concede its failure’there and cut its losses by withdrawing. If 
it continues, to press for unreasonable terms the condition must be 
thsft'it, too, finds'. Lebanon a convenient way of preempting a wider, 
settlement. And r on the Arab side, Syrian dominance is best countered 
by greater Arab unity, both by drawing Egypt further into the fold 
and by finding a solution to the futile Gulf conflict, whose continuation 
into the new year must be counted one of 1984's worst failures. 

It is likewise grounds for pessimism that in Washington the ten- 
dency seems to be growing to turn away from the region altogether, 
recent months having seen little activity beyond some low-key dip- 
lomacy aimed at getting Israel off the hook it has hung itself on in 
Lebanon. But putting the .Middle East on the back burner at this 
juncture should not be an option. Instead of arguing over the pr ecise 
point at which U.S. combat troops should be introduced to a crisis 
abroad U.S. Secretaries Shultz and Weinberger would be better emp- 
loyed in trying to obviate the need to send them at ail by tolling the 
crisis at root and in advance of the next round of bloodshed. To do 
that, the agenda for 1985 needs to indude exploiting the enormous 
potential America has to influence Israel and encourage the Arab 
peace movement — Middle East International, London. 
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Al Ra’i: Last to speak of peace 

WISHES FOR peace expressed by Israeli President Chaim Herzog on New 
Year's Eve do not contribute to achieving the sought peace, because Israel is 
the last party who can speak about peace or even to express its interest in 
establishing peace. This fact was discovered and voiced publidy by the Ger- 
man Greens parliamentary delegation, which announced, following a visit to 
Israel, that Israel is the oniv parly in the area which does not want peace. 

Moreover, the Israeli dally practices against our people in the occupied 
Arab tern lories come to refute the Israeli allegations regarding peace in our 
area. 

Establishing peace in the Middle East demands a real and unified Arab 
work based on a strong Arab force which is our indispensable element for 
putting an end to the state of no peaoe no war currently prevailing in the area, 
and which Israel cares for its continuity and exploitation in implementing its ■ 
aggressive plans. 

Peaoe has never been an Israeli option and Israel will never think of it unless 
it comes to the conviction that the Arab situation has changed and become 
able to restore Arab rights. 

A sound Arab role is the only basis for establishing peace and the hon- 
ourable choice they can opt for is a unified and strong Arab stand. 

Al Diistour: Exit black, enter 1985 

NOW FUAT the new year has begun, we hope that it will be better than the 
previous one and that Arabs will be able to create a decent life. 

Despite the fact that we share with the world many of its concerns and 
challenges and being like other nations, threatened by wars, conflicts and lack 
of peace, we in the Arab World have our special and distinguished concerns 
and problems which are more severe and challenging. 

rhe year 1 *M4 was characterised by a state of disability for the Arab World 
because fighting and internal disputes were the prevailing trend during tliat 
year. 

Had it not been for a glimmer of hope and a confidence in the eventuality to 
overcome the Arab self-ordeal, the torch of light would not have stood in’ihe 
face ol the black and strong wind which blew from every direction in the Arab 
World. Bui the wind could not extinguish the flaming pieces of coal under the 
ashes. 

While hoping that the new year would be characterised by less poverty and 
less suffering, we look forward to see Arabs overcome their ordeals. " 

Sawt AL Shaab: 1984: Little achieved 


WITH THE end of lhe year 1984 and Lhe beginning of the newyear, we must 
have a pause during which we review the events of the last year and their 
impact on humanity in general and on our Arab World in particular. 

I yn4 was not a year of great change nor did ii witness an aspired shift in the 
Arabic situation, because it constituted a continuity of the stale of weakness 
and deterioration in our Arab World, thus aggravating the danger threatening 
our existence and destiny. 

A quick look at the Arab situation reveals that Arabs were unable to 
overcome any of the big problems that faced them during the year 1984. The 
I ran -Iraq war has continued and the Palestine problem is still in a state of 
freeze and is gradually getting out of the focus of international consideration 
and attention while the fierce Israeli attacks on our people in the occupied 
Arab territories are still going on and are even escalating. 

Lebanon is also still bleeding under the blows of factional fighting and 
Israeli occupation. The Islamic world is also unable to overcome the dif- 
ferences paralysing its abilities and obstructing its advancement. 

The new year represents a stage in our long and difficult march, which we 
should face widi confidence and faith. 



smiles 



By Robert H. Reid 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egypt's agreement in 
principle to talk with Israel on a- 
border dispute is seen in part as a 
bid to shore up links with Was- 
hington before President Hosni 
Mubarak's visit there early next' 
year. 

Mr. Mubarak, who has been 
pushing for closer ties to the Arab 
World, criticising the United Sta- 
red Middle East policy and calling 
for a role for the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation in any future 
settlement, is tentatively sch- 
eduled to visit the United States in 
February. 

During this talks with President 
Ronald Reagan, Mr. Mubarak is 


expected to discuss not only pro- 
spects for reviving the peace pro-, 
cess but also increased U.S. eco- 
nomic aid. 

Some Western diplomats, who 
spoke on condition they not be 
identified, believe Mr. Mubarak’s 
chances for a favourable hearing 
by both Congress and the adm- 
inistration will be enhanced if he is 
seen as having made conciliatory 
gestures to Israel Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Western and Arab diplomats 
have said the United States has 
been urging Egypt to make such 
gestures to Mr. Peres, who is bel- 
ieved more receptive towards rea- 
ching a settlement with the Arabs 
than his Likud predecessors. 
Egypt wants to be a mediator 


between the Arabs and Israel” 
said one diplomat." and you can’t 
do that if you don’t talk with both 

sides” . 

Last Thursday, Foreign Min- 
istry spokesmen in both Cairo and 
Jerusalem confirmed that contacts 
are underway aimed at renewing 
talks on Taba. a one- 
square-kilometre tract in the Sinai 
Peninsula claimed by both sides. 

Although the spokesmen said 
no date has been set. both Israer s 
army radio and Egypt’s October 
magazine said the talks were likely 
to be held in mid-January. 

Mr. Mubarak has listed res- 
olution of the Taba issue, an Isr- 
aeli troop pullout from southern 
Lebanon and improvements on 
the occupied West Bank of the 


Jordan River and Gaza Strip as his 
conditions for returning Egypt’s 
ambassador to Tel Aviv and acc- 
epting Mr. Peres’ qffer of a sum- 
mit. 

But with talks between Israel 
and Lebanon on a troop pullout 
deadlocked and facing collapse, 
one senior diplomat said Egypt 
believes Taba offers the best civ 
nee of the three conditions for 
progress by the time Mr. Mubarak 
visits Washington. 

The Egyptian-Israeli contacts 
come at a time when Cairo’s eff- 
orts to win diplomatic recognition 
in the rest of the Arab World app- 
ear to have stalled. The Egyptians 
were hoping other Arab countries, 
notably Iraq, would follow Jor- 
dan’s lead and restore formal rel- 


ations. 

Last Sept. 25 Jordan restored 
ties with Egypt, severed by 16 
Arab countries, over Egypt’s sig- 
* ning of a U.S.-sponsored Camp 
David peace accords with Israel. 

B ut three months later, no other 
Arab country has followed suit. 
Countries Egypt considered prime 
candidates for restoration, inc- 
luding North Yemen and Iraq, 
have showed no signs in such a 
direction. 

While in Washington, Mr. 
Mubarak is expected to press for a 
role for Yasser Arafat’s wing of 
the PLO in future peace talks. 
Egypt believes a softening of U.S. 
opposition to the Arafat faction 
would enhance prospects for est- 
ablishing a moderate Arab front 


willing to enter peaoe talks with 
Israel which refuses to deal with 
the guerrillas. 

Mr. Mubarak will also rio doubt 
push for increases in U.S. aid to 
Egypt if the administration grants. 
Israer s request for an extra SI. 5 
billion in assistance to overcome 
its economic crisis. 

After the 1978 Camp David 
accords, the administration of 
former U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter agreed to keep levels of eco- 
nomic assistance to both countries 
roughly equal. 

Egypt now receives about $2.2 
billion in militazy and economic 
assistance. Israel gets $2.6 billion 
in military and economic help but 
is pressing for an additional $1.5 
billion for the coming fiscal year. 
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Yugoslav-Albanian relations show 


Bad year for Thatcher, 

worse for opposition 


signs of thaw after 

. »i 


3 year’s freeze 
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By Slobodan Lazarevic 

Reuter 

BELGRADE — Signs of a thaw 
have appeared in relations bet- 
ween Yugoslavia and Albania, 
frozen since riots in the southern 
Yugoslav province of Kosovo in 
1981 in which at least nine ethnic 
Albanians were killed. 

The first move came from Alb- 
ania on Nov. 27 when Communist 
leader Enver Hoxha’s heir- 
apparent, Ramiz Alia, said ways 
could be found to normalise rel- 
ations despite “irreconcilable ide- 
ological and political con- 
tradictions'* between the Balkan 
neighbours. 

Mr. Alia, president of the Alb- 
anian People's Assembly, was 
making a speech on the 40th ann- 
iversary of Albania' s World War 
II liberation from Nazi rule. 

“We would like to see existing' 
trade and other relations with 
Y ugoslayia developed and carried 
further forward. Likewise, we 
think that the cultural exchanges 
which have been interrupted 
could be re-established," Mr. Alia 
said. 

Tirana was open to talks if Bel- 
grade showed readiness and goo- 
dwill, he said. 


Mr. Alia also made positive 
remarks about Albanian relations 
with other countries, particularly 
Greece, Turkey, Italy and some 
other Western European and 
Arab states. Western analysts saw 
this as an unusual attempt to open 
isolationist Albania to the outside 
world. 

“Never since the 1981 Kosovo 
riots have I seen such good tones, 
particularly towards Yugoslavia." 
a Belgrade-based Albanian dip- 
lomat said. 

Two weeks later a Yugoslav 
Foreign Ministry statement said 
Albania's readiness to improve 
bilateral cooperation had been 
received with interest. 

This followed several articles in 
the Yugoslav press criticising Mr, 
Alia’s speech, which had repeated 
accusations that Belgrade’s policy 
towards Tirana was “hostile and 
marked by attempts to liquidate 
Albania as a state and the Alb- 
anians as a nation." 

The statement said Yugoslavia 
wanted to avoid “unacceptable 
insinuations and attacks" and str- 
essed willingness to develop eco- 
nomic, cultural and other ties. 

Stane Dolanc, a member of 
Yugoslavia's state presidency, 
said in a later speech that Yug- 


oslavia wanted to cooperate with 
Albania on the basis of mutual 
respect and non-interference in 
each other’s affairs. 

Yugoslavia. Albania’s leading 
trading partner, is aware of recent 
Albanian moves to improve ties 
with Greece and Italy and does 
not want to be left behind if Tirana 
changes its policies towards the 
outside world. 

Non-Aligned Yugoslavia has 
made clear that it wants Albania 
to remain independent of both the 
Soviet bloc and the West when 
Mr. Hoxha eventually dies. - 

Yugoslav-Albanian relations 
have been uneasy since 1948 
when the late President Tito led 
Yugoslavia out of the Soviet 
trend. Mr. Hoxha. a Tito pupil 
who broke with the Kremlin after 
the death of Soviet leader Josef 
Stalin, continued Stalinist policies. 

Relations between the two Bal- 
kan neighbours hit their lowest 
point after the Kosovo riots. Kos- 
ovo, Yugoslavia’s poorest region, 
is inhabited mainly by ethnic Alb- 
anians. 

Yugoslav leaders accused Alb- 
ania of fomenting the riots, which 
it said were aimed at breaking up 
the multi-national Yugoslav Fed- 
eration. Albania denied the cha- 



Late President Tito 


rge and accused Yugoslavia of ter- 
rorising its Albanian population. 

Cultural lioks between the two 
countries were cut after Belgrade 
accused Tirana of using them to 
spread anti- Yugoslav pro- 
paganda. Economic cooperation 
and transport links were also 
hampered. 

Suspicion has been a way of life 
in the Balkans for a long time and 
it remains to be seen if the recent 
signs of a thaw in relations bet- 
ween Yugoslavia and Albania 
lead to lasting changes. 


Berkeley radicalism takes power in city hall 

By Maura Dolan 


BERKELEY. California — 
Mayor Eugene Newport paused 
when a reporter asked him if he 
’considered himself a Marxist. 

■■ I'm not quite sure I understand 
what a Marxist is.” said Mr. New- 
port. his voice trailing. “ I mean. I 
know people who are Marxists." 

So. would he label himself a 
Marxist? 

“ No.” 

After a moment of silence, he 
chuckled. 

“Anything else you want to 
know before the revolution?'* 

The revolution in Berkeley is 
taking place at City HalL where 
for the first time, leftist radicals, 
led by Mr. Newport, a self- 
described socialist, command a 
majority on the city council. While 
the rest of the United States was 
voting in November to send Pre- 
sident. Ronald Reagan back to the 
White House, residents here were 
electing the most leftist city cou- 
ncil in Berkeley's history. 

The new council, now con- 
trolled by members of a coalition 
called Berkeley Citizens Action, is 
further to the left than the councils 
of the mid-1970s, which debated 
whether the American flag should 
be saluted and the B-l bomber 
built and quibbled over whether 
manholes should be called 


person-holes. 

Since taking office earlier this 
month, the council has extended 
city fringe benefits to municipal 
employees' live-in lovers {hom- 
osexual or . heterosexual), est- 
ablished binding arbitration in city 
labour negotiations, placed con- 
trols on landlords that in some 
cases will require a onc-year not- 
ice for evictions and proposed a 
moratorium on the opening of 
fast-food restaurants. 

At the same lime, the council 
has unravelled the polices of the 
liberal Democrats, who controlled 
the council for 20 ycara. 

Elected at a time when this city 
of 103.000 is becoming a town of 
gourmet restaurants and trendy 
boutiques, the radicals have ple- 
dged lo prevent affluent young 
professionals from displacing 
low-income minorities and to stop 
commercial development near the 
campus of the University of Cal- 
ifornia. 

Members of the business com- 
munity are nervous. Deborah Rit- 
chey. president of Berkeley's 
Chamber of Commerce, said she is 
trying to look at the bright side. 

“If s not the end of the world.” 
she said with a sigh, “ You can Lry 
to eradicate capitalism in one 
town but you can't make cap- 
italism go away all together." 

The leftist sweep follows a per- 


iod that many believed marked 
the end of radicalism in this uni- 
versity town, birthplace of the free 
speech and anti-war movements 
of the 1960s. In recent years, the 
opening of gourmet coffee bean 
shops attracted more excitement 
than campus protests. 

But Berkeley has remained a 
strongly liberal community. In 
June, a plurality of the city’s voters 
lined up behind the Reverend 
Jesse L. Jackson in the Dem- 
ocratic primary. 

Founded in 1974. the Berkeley 
Citizens Action is a coalition nt 
tenants, students, peace activists, 
minority groups, homosex uals and 
the elderly — “the dis- 
enfranchised.” as one member 
described its supporters. The org- 
anisation is closely aligned with 
U.S. Representative Ronald V. 
Dellums, a Democrat, who is con- 
sidered Berkeley's “dean of the 
left.” 

In 1982. voters adopted an ini- 
tiative supported by the Berkeley 
Citizens Action that changed the 
date of municipal elections from 
April to coincide with general ele- 
ctions in November, a move that 
was widely credited with paving 
the way for the coalition's victory. 
In November, students and 
lower-income residents voted in 
larger numbers, giving the coa- 
lition an edge over the more mod- 


erate vote of homeowners. 

In this year's election, the Ber- 
keley Citizens Action represented 
itself as the Democratic Party 
even though the more moderate 
candidates on a rival slate were 
also Democrats. 

Members of both slates cited 
the demise of the local daily paper, 
the Berkeley Gazette, as a factor 
in the coalition's victory. The 
Gazette aggressively covered local 
politics ami often editorially end- 
orsed opponents of the Berkeley 
Citizens Action. 

How the BCA will adjust to 
power is a matter of debate. Some 
see the organisation, with mem- 
bers in eight or the nine council 
scats, moving closer to the centre, 
speculation that Mayor Newport 
dismisses. 

Although realtors, landlords, 
developers and large corporations 
arc*nnt expected ever to feel com- 
fortable with the coalition, many 
small and medium-sized bus- 
inesses in Berkeley were not dis- 
mayed by the election results, 

“So maybe I'll have to meet a 
quota and hire an Asian, han-. 
dicapped. lesbian student who has 
been to Hanoi." said Tim Boe- 
mer, 32, who owns.- car dea- 
lership and «■„ hv ■ "rkeley. 

” If that’s w r *" .to stay 

in Ber* - - Los 
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By Harvey Morris 

Reuter 

LONDON — Commentators loo- 
king back on 1 984 tend to agree it 
was a bad year in domestic politics 
for the British government 3nd a 
worse one for the opposition. 

Despite an unresolved nine- 
month coal strike, a string of pol- 
icy slip-ups acknowledged by gov- 
ernment leaders as“erTorsof pre- 
sentation". and an alarming spate 
of backbench rebellions. Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher still 
surfaced at the top of the opinion 
polls at year-end. 

B ut detailed analysis of the poi Is 
indicated the public was not so 
much satisfied with Mis. Thatcher 
as disillusioned with the opp- 
osition. particularly the Labour 
Party. 

One pre-Christmas survey ind- 
icated four out of five Britons felt 
the prime issue facing the country 
was unemployment, an area in 
which Mrs. Thatcher and her min- 
isters have gone increasingly on 
the defensive. 

The second biggest concern was 
industrial unrest, an issue on 
which Labour appeared to have 
suffered more heavily than the 
Conservative government. 

Scenes of picket-line violence 
between strikers and police, cou- 
pled with the uncompromising 
person of miners' leader Arthur 
Scargill. seemed to have con- 
vinced a majority of voters that 
the strike was a bad thing. 

The Labour Party headed tow- 
ards 1 985 in an atmosphere of int- 
ernecine -strife with its left wing 
attacking leader Neil Kinnock tor 
failing to come out strongly eno- 
ugh in support of the miners. 

There was even talk of replacing 
him with veteran left-winger Tony 
Benn. a politician who inspires 
devotion among his supporters 
but an equally strong hatred 
among some sections of the ele- 
ctorate and is therefore not an . 
obvious vote-winner. 

Mr. Kinnock presided over a 
form of reconciliation between the 
rival wings of the party at its ann- 
ual conference in October. But 
peace was bought at the price of 
adopting even more radical soc- 
ialist policies which, to judge by 
the opinion polls, have so far fai- 
led to capture the support of vot- 
ers. 

The middle-of-the-road all- 
iance parties, the Liberals and the 
Social Democratic Party (SDP). 
fared better in terms of popularity 
but still seemed a long way from 
replacing Labour as Britain's sec- 
ond political force. 

SDP leader David Owen nev- 
ertheless felt confident enough to 
predict m a New Year -message- 
that the alliance would hold lhe 
balance of power after the next 
general election, which could be 
held at any time between now and 
1988. 

Mr. Thatcher is unlikely to cal) 

| an early poll. Her ruling Con- 



■ 

servatives enjoy the biggest par- 
liamentary majority in post-war 
history — 140. 

The size of the majority lias 
been, as predicted by former For- 
eign Minister Francis Pym before 
Mrs. Thatcher sacked him. a 
mixed blessing. 

It has allowed backbench mem- 
bers of parliament the luxury of 
rebelling against government pol- 
icy without running the risk of bri- 
nging the government down. 

Revolts were on the increase 
towards the end of 1984. with 
even right-wing Conservatives 
balking at government cuts in 
housing and education. 

Labour members were often 
content to sit back on their ben- 
ches and chccr on conservative 
rebels as they -led the attack aga- 
inst government ministers. 

Mrs. Thatcher's personal sta- 
nding rose os a result ol her calm 
reaction to an Irish guerrilla bomb 
attack on her and other ministers 
during a party conference in Bri- 
ghton in October. 

The House of Commons, for 
once in unanimous agreement, 
condemned the assassination bid. 
Labour Home Affairs Spokesman 
Gerald Kaufman said gov- 
ernments in Britain were only 
removed through the ballot box. 

Government spokesmen dec- 
lined lo acknowledge it had been a 
poor year for the government. 

They pointed to economic rec- 
overy, continued low inflation and 
apparent public acceptance of a 
policy of selling off state assets as 
proof of the government's success. 

Their reply to critics who say 
Mrs. Thatcher is not doing enough 
to combat record unemployment, 
officially estimated at three* 
and-a-quarter million, was that it 
was not directly the government's 
responsibility. 

For a prime minister with little 
background m foreign, affairs. 
Mrs. Thatcher had a spectacular 
year abroad. She resolved a bud- 
get row with the European Com- 
munity. initiated a dialogue with 
the Soviet bfocand ended the year 
with a whistle-stop trip round the 
world during which she sighed a 
widely praised accord returning 
Hong Kong to Chinese rule in 
1997. 
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At Britain’s Sandhurst, military leadership is the name of the game 



Young Hussein on the pistol range at Sandhurst 


By Richard L. Hudson 

CAMBERLEY. England — 
Young Winston Churchill came 
here 10 Sandhurst. Briain's army 
academy, for his military training. 
His commander, he recalled, was 
-a very strict and peppery mar- 
tinet from the Welsh Regiment. 
Field Marshal Sir Bernard Mon- 
. tgomerv studied here. too. So did 
:t former king of Spain, the current 
sultan ot Oman and the leaders of 
u least three recent military coups 
in Africa. 

Other famous military aca- - 
Jemies. like West Point in the U.S. 
and France's St. Cyr. pride thc- 
mselvcs on the quality of officers 
i hev turn out. But the Royal Mil- 
itary Academy. Sandhurst — to 
goe its proper name — retains a 
special, world-wide reputation for 
producingleaders. It is. writes one 
graduate. King Hussein ."the fin- 
est place tor a man to learn to be a 
king." 

Once. Sandhurst was syn- 
onymous with the British upper 
crust. From its founding in 1 799. it 
turned out generations of 
gentleman-officers to expand and 
enJorce Britain's colonial might. 
Today, the Empire is gone, and 
there is a little less emphasis on the 
■gentleman" role: less than half 
the cadets come from exclusive 
■public" schools like Eton and 
i I arrow, and they haven't been 
reunited to wear dinner jackets in 
the mess hall since the end of 
World War I. 

Foreign attractions 

Still. Sandhurst has a unique 
niie Besides schooling ail ol Bri- 
tain’s ou n army officers, it attracts 


scores oi would-be generals from 
oi her nations. There are currently 
54 foreigners among the 775 cad- 
ets. (By contrast. West Point’s 
4.400-srudcnt enrollment inc- 
ludes only 10 foreigners.) For 
many “Third World” countries 
too poor to build their own aca- 
demics. Sandhurst is their primary 
officer-finishing school. And even 
wealthy nations that could afford 
such institutions are attracted by 
Sandhurst's reputation. 

Jamaica's tiny army, for ins- 
tance. 'sends eight cadets a year 
here. At the other end of the spe- 
ctrum. Sandhurst offers for many 
wealthy Arab nations a high-class 
military grooming they can't buy 
at home. Two Saudi princes are 
currently cadets, and even a recent 
diplomatic flap when one of them 
was charged in London with drunk 
driving hasn't diminished Arab 
enthusiasm. “Although England 
is no longer the military power it 
was. its military tradition is res- 
pected." says a spokesman at the 
Saudi embassy in London. 

Britain's victory in the 19X2 
Falklands war with Argentina 
enhanced Sandhurst's reputation 
even more. Now. economically 
bulleted Britons see the military 
as one of the few national ins- 
titutions that aren't on strike or on 
the blink. Applications to San- 
dhurst have/isen by 10 per cent 
over the last five years. “We're 
gening the cream.” says Li. Col. 
Jeremy Phipps, the school's senior 
staff officer. 

Youthful ensigns 

By the standards of other great 
military academies. Sandhurst is 
something of a newcomer. Before 


its founding on the eve of the 
Napoleonic wars. Britain was the, 
only major European power wit- 
hout a regular officer school. Mil- 
itary commissions were often sold 
to wealthy but callow young men: 
historians say 12-year-old ensigns 
weren’t unknown. The purchase 
system was finally abolished in the 
1 K70s. 

Like much else in Britain. San- 
dhurst can't be accused of being 
quick to change. Regular exercise 
wasn’t thought necessary in the 
early days, and didn't enter the 
curriculum until the 1K60S. 
Horse-riding lessons were man- 
datory until 1939. and it wasn't 
until 1932 that the school obt- 
ained some trucks in order to 
teach driving. Today, however, 
the Hindustani courses once nec- 
essity for a career in Britain's 
India forces have been replaced by 
classes on chemical warfare, neu- 
tron bombs and Soviet tank man- 
euvers. 

Women cadets were admitted in 
1 9X1. although they weren't bro- 
ught onto the main campus until 
last May. To 1 save money, the 
1 71 -year-old school band was ret- 
ired this summer. And the basic 
officer-training course has been 
shortened from its traditional two 
years to seven grueling months. 

Curtailed curriculum 

In the course of condensing the 
curriculum. Sandhurst has sharply 
curtailed instruction in such non- 
military areas as current affairs 
and modern languages. About 
half of the new cadets already 
have university degrees anyway, 
officials say. and the shortened 
course leaves more time for lea- 


dership training and military ind- 
octrination. But critics say it pro- 
duces officers who know little 
about the politics and economics 
that could prevent war. 

West Point, for instance, prides 
itself on giving cadets a broad, 
liberal-arts education in its four- 
year programme. But Sandhurst 
isn’t impressed. “I could produce 
very liberal officers who couldn't 
punch their way out of a paper 
bag." sniffs Michael Slade, the 
head of the military- technology 
depanmem. “The goal is to pro- 
duce someone who is killing 
men.'* 

Still. Sandhurst officials say 
they have adapted to the needs of 
the modern military. Speech ins- 
truction. for instance, is now an 
essential part of an officer’s tra- 
ining: in Northern Ireland, where 
the army has been on active duty 
for 15 years, television int- 
erviewers can be almost as dau- 
nting as snipers. In one classroom, 
nine fresh-scrubbed, perfectly 
pressed cadets take turns reading 


mundane sentences with varying 
inflections — incredulity ind- 
ignation. uncertainty. The lesson: 
“We must be very careful to ens- 
ure that when we speak, our mea- 
ning is crystal clear.” says the ins- 
tructor. “In the business wc’rc in. 
it can end up with people getting 
killed." 

Cadets also study '■cou- 
nterrevolutionary warfare.” a 
topic that the army — with its long 
colonial history — knows som- 
ething about. At a nearby com- 
pound built to resemble a typical 
urban scene in Northern Ireland, 
cadets learn to mount roadblocs. 
handle car bombs and avoid amb- 
ushes. The emphasis is on quick 
and independent thought, says 
Maj. James Dewar, the instructor. 
“The war is all around them." he 
says. 

Through it all. however, cadets 
are imbued with the Sandhurst 
message of leadership and pri- 
vilege. The campus's 900 country 
acres are dotted with reminders of 
Britain's proud military past: can- 


nons from the Battle oi Waterloo, 
a lock of hair from the Duke of 
Wellington’s horse, trophies from 
various battles in India. The cam- 
pus itself seems fit for future gen- 
erals and kings. If sports beagle 
kennels, duck ponds and a cricket 
pavilion. The Officers’ Mess is a 
private, plush club, all thick pastel 
carpels and deep leather arm- 
chairs. Here, servants dispense 
gin-and-tonics. ale and bloody 

marys to the staff before lunch. 

■ 

Most cadets sleep in private 
bedrooms, rather than barracks. 
They lip school servants 50 pence 
<60 U.S. cents) to shine their 
boots. School officials say the 
atmosphere is designed to instill u 
sense of rank, and not to breed 
snobbery or imperiousness. Still, 
inexperienced cadets sometimes 
adopt the mantle of command 
with rather too much vigour. Sch- 
ool officials acknowledge as a fai- 
lure an experiment in which they 
once brought in real soldiers lor 
the would-be officers to order 
about. “With 1 NO officer cadets all 
having a go at you. you're a pretty 
dead guinea pig at the end of the 
day.” says Li. Col. Phipps, the sen- 
ior staff officer. Now. students 
practice issuing orders to each 
other. 

Organised chaos 

In one recent drill, a muddy 
woods becomes an organised 
chaos. Groups o! cadets, each dir- 
ected by a student commander, 
are clambering over pipes or lug- 
ging bulky ammunition boxes." In 
the pen I In the pen!" Come on. in 
the penf shouts Cadet Chr- 
istopher Morley. Under his ord- 
ers. a small band wrestles a 240- 


pound log over an obstacle course 
and towards a small enclosure. 
The men stumble, sweat and snarl. 
" In the pen!" Cadet Morley keeps 
shouting, like a noisy puppy vip- 
ping at iheir heels. 

This is a test ot his leadership, 
and he has much to learn. An off- 
icer. Sandhurst teaches, rarely 
shouts: that's for sergeants. An 
officer orders in a firm, steady 
lone. He isn’t sarcastic. He never 
curses. Well, hardly ever. 

He also is polite. When one 
group comes running up. laden 
with ammo boxes, an unthinking 
visitor is standing in the men's 
path. The group's mud-splattered 
leader gasps out. “Excuse me. 
sir.” as he Huffs bv. Sandhurst 

m 

"carries almost to extremes the 
English cull of good manners." 
writes John Keegan, a military 
scholar on the school's faculty. 

Some other lessons for officers: 
Use "we" instead of "you" when 
addressing the troops: it fosters 
team spin. Pitch in to work with 
the platoon at timys. but rem- 
ember that strict discipline "helps 
men to tuce the unknown terrors 
ol war.” Explain order whenever 
possible. Be consistent. Be ehe- 
erlui. Be a churchgoer: religion is 
a eomlon in war. (C’hapcl att- 
endance is required three times a 
term.) 

Passing muster 

It a new cadet's life at Sandhurst 
isn't Spartan, it is rigorous. Rev- 
eille is at dawn, with room ins- 
pection at 7:20. There must be no 
rubbish in the bins, no books on 
the shelves. Posters and radios 
aren't allowed. Blankets must be 
folded to a precise 22 inches squ- 


are. “■Show-parade” is the sta- 
ndard punishment for lint on the 
beret or loose threads on the uni- 
form; the miscreant must appear 
on the parade ground late that 
night and show that the fault has 
been corrected. 

For all this, the cadets draw the 
basic army wage of $16 to $23 a 
day. (Foreign cadets are paid by 
their own governments, which 
also pay tuition.) The intensive 
training isn't for everyone. Des- 
pite a tough, three-day academic 
and psychological exam adm- 
inistered to all would-be cadets 
before they are admitted, about 
12 per cent of each entering class 
fails or drops out. 

Those who endure stand a good 
chance of graduating into the rul- 
ing elite of their nation, whether it 
is Britain or somewhere else. San- 
dhurst officials try to ensure that 
they carry with them u sense of the 
responsibility as well as the pri- 
vilege that entails. 

In a room at the academy that 
commemorates the officers of Bri- 
tain's India army, a book liesopen 
in a glass case. The pages extol the 
example of a British commander 
who. in 1944. led his platoon aga- 
inst a Japanese fortress in Burma. 
Ignoring his own leg wounds, he 
led a bayonet charge up a hill, 
shouting encouragement to his 
troops. He was finally killed by 
machine gunners: his men were so 
mo\ cd by his heroism that the ent- 
ire company volunteered to ret- 
rieve his body under fire. 

The Sandhurst textbook on lea- 
dership quotes Euripides: 

Ten good soldiers wisely led 
Will beat a hundred without a 
head. 

— The Wall Street Journal. 


Fuelwood for Zambian cities 

■ 


Zambia has more of its people living in chies than almost any other 
African nation. Supplying them with wood to cook their meals is 
wiping nut forests over large areas. 


By Donatus de Silva 

LONDON — While the northern 
industrialised countries enjoy an 
i«il giut and even live in hopes of 
Jicapcr oil. Zambia sutlers with 
t he basic problem of getting wood 
.md charcoal into its cities so peo- 
ple can cook their meals. 

■ 

Some 45-51) per cent of the 
Zambian population-lives in cities. 
Tin’s is one of the' /highest- such 
proportions in Africa, tar sur- 
passing nations like Nigeria, 
when: only 20 per cent of the pop- 
ulation is urban, or Kenya, with 1 3 
per cent Rural people, even 
where trees are in short supply, 
can still treely gather their own 
cooking and heating fuels in the 
icrm oi twigs and straw. Urban 
people must buy their fuel, wen if 
it is only wood or charcoal. 

Many Zambians who cannot get 
enough fuelwood with which to 
conk are not getting enough nut- 
rition. according to E.N. Chi- 
•Jumayn. head of Zambia's Dep- 
artment of Natural Resources. 

Zambia's peculiar situation has 
iv-J to bickering among gov - 
ernment authorities over which 
fjels the nation actually uses. The 
National Commission for Dev- 
elopment Planning puts fuelwood 
behind petroleum, electricity and 
coal, making up only 14.5 percent 
ot tlie total energy consumption in 
j 9x0. 

This figure ts hotly contested by 
Di. (“hidumayo. who points out 
iitat wood is by tar the nation's 
most widely used domestic luel. 
He warns that underrating its role 


will only delay the search for sol- 
utions to the national fuelwood 
crisis. 

Like most other "Third World" 
city people. Zambian city dwellers 
depend on the surrounding cou- 
ntryside for supplies of food, 
water and energy. Lying mostly 
along the railroad running from 
the Coppcrbclt in the northeast 
southwards through Lusaka to 
Livingstone, the cities pull wood 
from the forests and woodlands 
near rural villages, making rural 
shortages worse. 

Deforestation resulting from 
fuelwood gathering in the hin- 
terlands around Lusaka is rapidly 
increasing with population 
growth. The annual rate of def- 
orestation in the local reserved - 
forests jumped from 353 hectares 
(X72 acres) in 1970 to 1.1 5S hec- 
tares in 1 9X2. 

Very little is known about the 
extent of deforestation outside the 
reserved forests. But meeting the 
current demand of Lusaka req- 
uires at least 6.030 hectares of 
woodland per year, and the est- 
imated supply from reserved for- 
ests accounts for only 2 per cent of 
this demand. 

As wood supplies recede, the 
urban poor suffer most. Today the 
poor city households spend up to 
17 percent of their income on fue- 
lwood alone. 

They must compete with the 
many small industries which burn 
wood: bakeries, breweries and 
brick makers. The tobacco ind- 
ustry is also heavily dependent on 
fuelwood for curing tobacco. 


The voracious urban demand 
for fuelwood has created a luc- 
rative fuelwood industry. There 
are over 7i000 charcoal- makers in 
the country, and a recent study 
found that about 4 per cent of 
fanners are engaged in part-time 
production of charcoal. Farmers 
also earn extra money by selling 
fuelwood. and there has been no 
count of those transporting and 
selling wood on the retail market. 

The government attempts to 
earn revenue from the fuelwood 
industry by collecting a tree- 
felling license fee for every large 
bag of charcoal delivered at the 
market. But many charcoal pro- 
ducers ignore license req- 
uirements. Says Dr. Chidumayo: 
" Not more than 10 per cent of this 
revenue is realised”. 

As urban demand depletes rural 
areas, women and children must 
spend more time gathering wood. 
Around dense settlements and 
wood-scarce rural areas, people 
must travel 5-10 kilometres and' 
sometimes as much as 20 kil- 
ometres to find firewood, acc- 
ording to a survey sponsored by 
the Netherlands. 

Government authorities have 
yet to realise the importance of the 
fuelwood problem. The few ref- 
orestation programmes launched 
so far have run into many pro- 
blems. 

Much of the reforestation eff- 
orts have been carried out in the 
Copperbek. with the replanting of 
bare areas with species of foreign 
pines and eucalyptus. But to the 
amazement of the energy pla- 
nners. all these plantations were 
established to provide poles and 
timber for industry, rather than 
fuelwood for people. 
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Kenya averts major 

Like neighbouring Ethiopia, Kenya is going through one of the worst 
droughts this century. Bui unlike some of their neighbours, the Ken- 
yans have planned ahead and put in their bids fur imported food long 
before real famine could strike. 


A Swedish-backed study sho- 
wed that Eastern Province vil- 
lagers were in favour of tree- 
planting. and most preferred 
communal ownership of pla- 
ntations in the belief that’ this 
would make land and labour eas- 
ier to find. Bui people will not 
readily work on plantations unless 
requested to do so by the local 
chief or political leader. Without 
the early backing of local pol- 
iticians and traditional rulers, the 
projects will fail. 

But the Swedish study found 
that tree-planting programmes 
often fail anyway due to lack of 


transport and land and poor pla- 
ntation management. Also, this 
son of village forestry has no place 
in government agricultural ext- 
ension programmes, so staff must 
be Lrained in this field. 

There is hope. In 19X2 Lhe gov- 
ernment launched with World 
Bank help a Lusaka fuelwood pla- 
ntation project, the First real att- 
empt to plant trees for fuelwood in 
the country. Zambia will have to 
quickly start many more such pro- 
jects if it is to stop fuelwood from 
disappearing altogether from the 
urban market in future — Ear- 
thscan feature. 


By Patti Waldmeir 

NAIROBI — "In Kenya, wc have 
a drought, the worst in 50 years. 
But we do not have a famine. And 
we're going to make sure that the 
drought does not become a lam- 
ine." 

This confidence, expressed by a 
senior Kenya government official 
three month's ago when pans of 
the country had seen crops tail 
three times in succession, would 
have seemed misplaced in most of 
the 24 other African countries 
now threatened by severe dro- 
ught. 

But through a fortuitous com- 
bination ot heavy and well- 
distributed rains in October and 
November, prompt action to im|v- 
on food and the necessary inf- 
rastructure to distribute it. Kenya 
has managed, at least temporarily, 
to avert a major disaster. 

"Kenya understands a com- 
petitive situation. The gov- 
ernment knew it would be bidding 
against numerous other countries 
for international drought relict." 
says an official of a multilateral 
donor. " Its response was to pre- 
pare sound estimates of food imp- 
ort needs and to make its case to 
the donor community in time to 
’avoid a crisis." 

As early as last June. Kenya told 
donors it would need to import 
siime I -3 million tonnes ol cereal* 
to keep pace with consumption 
between mid- 19X4 and mid-l“X5. 
It was prepared to spend some 
S200 million, largely on com- 
mercial maize and wheat imports. 


The re>! would have to come irom 
donors. 

While numerous other African 
countries are only now getting rel- 
iel appeals under way. donor ofl- 
icials sav Kenva has commitments 

V ■ 

for more than two-thirds of total 
needs, with about half the com- 
mitted total coming from com- 
mercial imports which are est- 
imated io have com. the country 
between SXfi million- and Sir* 1 
million so Jar. 

Officials oi multilateral and pri- 
vate donor agencies say there is 
little doubt that the government's 
policy ol selling relief food thr- 
ough normal commercial cha- 
nnels. or distributing it as pan of 
“Food lor Work" programmes, 
has averted the threat ol serious 
famine lor most Kenyans. 

But distribution to sparsely 
populated remote areas ol (he 
north-east and to the semi-arid 
Eastern Province has gone less 
smoothly. The private aid age- 
ncies responsible for distributing 
food in these areas complain of 
insuificient allocations of grain, 
and sav the government had dis- 
criminated against the pasioralisi 
populations ot urban centres and 
of the Rift Valley and Central 
Prov irtce. 

According to a survey taken by 
one small private charity in the 
depressed Kibwczi area. 200 kil- 
ometres south-east ol Nairobi, 
two-thirds of the population was 
unable to either pay or work ior 
lood. 

And in the arid past u relands 


disaster 

of the north-east, where livestock 
losses have topped 50 per cent in 
some areas and young female 
animais are not expected to begin 
producing milk until next April at 
the earliest, famine deaths are still 
a possibility as the pasioralists' 
traditional diet of milk, meat and 
blood is seriously disrupted. 

With the market for livestock 
seriously depressed by increased 
slaughterings, pasioralists arc 
unable to raise funds to purchase 
relief food through normal com- 
mcrcia L $ hannels. 

While officials of the largest bil- 
ateral and multilateral donors are 
confident in affirming that no fam- 
ine situation now exists in most of 
Kenya, they are quick to point out 
that the country is not yet out of 
the woods. 

Despite a good short-rains sea- 
son in October and November, 
which will give the parched Eas- 
tern Province its first harvest in 12 
to IX months, total 1 9X4 maize 
production is still estimated at 
between 1.2 million'and 1.5 mil- 
lion tonnes, well down on the pre- 
vious year's 2.5 million tonnes. 

The short-rains harvest, which 
normally represents only 20 per 
cent of total annual crop, will ease 
supplies in January and February 
next year. But the food situation 
from mid-19K5 will inevitably 
depend heavily on the long-rains 
season of next April and May — 
rains which failed completely in 
most of the country this year. 

The rest of the balance of pay- 
ments gap will have to come pri- 
marily from donor governments: 
at a time when pressure on them to 
avert immediate drought-related . 
disasters in other pans of Africa 
will already be intense — Fin- 
ancial Times news feature. 
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Living nooTTTfc> 

Dtnmg rooms 
Bedr oom sets 
Wail urufcs 
Lighting fixtures . .Jf 
ClubS for children 
MctJern Danish design 
Feather upholstery 
Danish-Pack Homes 
Tax-free if applicable 
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CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
!2:0Q - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 
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1 “ 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman < 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 
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PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 

VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3. 30 PM 
6'-00 PM to Midnight 

Tel. 41093 
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CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
! RESTAURANT 

| Mecca Street, Yarmouk 

| Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

I Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
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y. The Regency Palace Hotel 




Monday 31st December 1984 

Hew dear's Eve Party 


Gala Dinner at 
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- Night Club 
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with THE FIRE BIRDS BAND 
The Lebanese Singer 1C HAUL HALLAK. 

The Egyptian Belly Dancer "MAYSA 

and The Oriental BAND K ARAM BROS 

JD 30.000 Per Person 
Including Arabic Breakfast 
. .. . Rts-tM JUOU/ 15 .. .. • 
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CHINA 
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ABOVE H0KMM 


and best Chinese 
sstaurant 
a Aqaba 

way service. ava- 
ilable 

1J0. 3:30 -*nd 6:3“ 

lift! 


AQABA, Tel, 4415 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents mB ow toe mrU 

i Tel: cmosotug zoos bebmco jo] 
CSk: M un lbi h oo. 

PA Bn 82B4S7 
AMMAN JORDAN 


To advertise in 
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Deluxe apartments 

p 

for rent 
AQABA 

2 bedrooms, living area. 
Overlooking the gulf. 


More details, please 
contact Mazen Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 


Miramar 
Hotel 

AQABA 

Your stay in the 
MIRAMAR 
a holiday by itself. 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 
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Tottenham, JKiverton 
stay on course 

LONDON <R) — Tottenham and Everton began the 
New Year Tuesday as they bad ended the dd-Iocked 
together at the top of English soccer’s first division. 


Both dubs have 4b points lrom 
23 canes, but Tottenham, 2*1 
winners over Nor\h London rivals 
Arsenal Tuesday morning, have 
pride of place in’ thedop through 
their superior goal Jiflerence. 

Everton kepi snapping at I'ot- 
tenliain's Iieels by beating Luton, 
one ol the division's struggle/*, 
2-1 ut hoine. Hie Merseyside club 
appeared on their way to a com- 
(oriahle win when Trevor Steven 
scored in the ilth and 7(Hli min- 
utes. hut they were forced to end- 
ure some anxious moments aller t 
vlick ! larforJ pulled back a goal 
lo minutes from lime. 

Third-placed Manchester Uni- 
ted surprisingly lost ground when 
they were beaten for the first lime 
at home this season - 2-1 by She- 
1 field Wednesday for whom Imre 
Varadi collected his I3ih and 14th 
goals of the season, his second 
coining five minutes Irom time. 
Welsh international vlark Hughes 
scored United's goal. 

Hiev arc on 41 points, two more 
than fourth-placed Arsenal whose 
chti npionship hopes have nos- 
edived in the past few weeks. 

Arsenal manager Don Howe 
issued a .scathing attack on his 
tea. n following Tuesday's defeat. 

"After a rubbish pcrlonnance 
like that you would .think ihe pla- 
yers would go away and think 
about the problems and come in 
tomorrow determined to put them 
right." he said. "Bui my bet is 
nost will go home and think I mis- 
sed out on ''lew Years Eveso I an 
‘going to nuke up lor it tonight." 

England striker Tony Woo- 
dcock gave A rsenal a 42nd minute 
lead but second half goals by 
Garth Crooks and vlark Falco 
turned ihe tide in Tottenham's 
lavour. 

i >ctending champions Liv- 
erjxjol were saved Irom another 
heating by a hue goal at Watlord 


by Ian Rush, whose torrent of 
goals wits a major factor in ihe 
club's success last season. He sco- 
re.! in the 88th minute to cancel 
out a first-half penally by Luiher 

Blissed. 

Peter Beardsley flufled a pen- 
alty bui still managed lo complete 
a hai-irick as Newcastle, one of 
the season's early pacemakers, 
romped to a 3-1 win over local 
rivals Sunderland. He learned 
Irom his penally miss lo score his 
second goal from ihe spot. 

Sunderland finished ihe match 
with only nine men after Howard 
Gayle was sent off in ihe 4Sih 
minute and Gary Benneti was 
dismissed Lhree minutes before 
(he end. 

In a bizarre game ai Upton Park 
three players, including Uueen s 
Park Rangers goalkeeper Peter 
Hucker, were carried off injured 
in the opening 22 minutes. 

Hucker went off in the fifih 
ninuie after West Ham's Haul 
Brush had scored his first goal in 
165 first (earn appearances. 

Bui he returned a few minutes 
laier io help Rangers lo a 3- 1 win 
thanks io second-half goals by 
John Byrne, Gary Bannister and 
Gary WadJock. 

In Scotland, Celtic closed the 
gap between the nselve* and lea- 
ders Aberdeen, who were without 
a game Tuesday, to two |X)inis by 
heating Glasgow rivals. Rangers, 
2-1 away. 

Rangers dominated the first 
half after Celtic's Maurice Joh- 
nston hud missed an lKih-minute 
penalty - his second failure from 
■the spot in four days - ami Davie 
Cooper put them ahead in the 
33rd minute. 

But Celtic landed a double blow 
early in the second half. Johnston 
headed an equaliser seconds alter 
the restart and Brian vlcClair hit 
the winner nine ninutes later. 


Lopes wins Sao Paulo race 


SAO PAiJLO (R) - Olympic 
namthon champion Carlos Lopes 
of Portugal won the New Years 
Eve rouiKl-the-houses ^jirough 

' the streets ol Sao Paulo viohJay 

■ ■ | ■* 1 • mf ‘ 

' itiuhi. 

» ■ . ■<* 

Hie 37 -year-old Los Angeles 
Olynpics gold medallist covered 
the 1 2.6 km course in 34 .ninutes 
43.79 seconds, finishing co-n- 
lonabiy ahead of Brazil's Jose 

Joao da Silva in second place ail, I 
vlarcos Barrera Hernandez ol 
Mexico in third. 


INVITATION TO BID BY THE WATER 
AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 


The Water Authority is soliciting bids from qualified 
firms in connection with the supply of equipment for 
water related activities. The list of equipment to be 
procured includes: 


(A) Water Pumps (300-650 GPM). 

(B) Steel Wire Rope. 

(C) Water Well Screens. 

(D) Tri-Cone Drilling Bits. 

(E) Drilling Tools - Accessories. 

(F) Water Level Recorders and Well-Water Ins- 
trumentation. 

(G) Pickup Truck Campers. 


A copy of the invitation for bid No. WAJ 003/USAID can 
be obtained after December 26, 1984 from the Water 
Authority, P.O. Box 2412, Amman, Jordan and/or from 
Ron Henrikson, Agency for International Dev- 
elopment, NE/PD/ENGR. Room 4440 NS, Washington, 
DC 20523. 

Bids will be accepted from U.S. and Jordanian firms. 
The source and origin of the equipment must be U.S. 
Payment will be made in U.S. dollars and financed 
under USAID Project Number 278-0243. Bid opening 
by the WAJ in Amman, Jordan is scheduled for 11:00 
a.m. local time. February 18. 1985. 

Please feel free to contact us for any additional inf- 
ormation regarding procurement of equipment under 
IFB 003. 

The cost of the tender document is JD 100 per set, 
non-refundable. 






/ 




west mures unranger oi aereat 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian leg winning ihe loss here: "We told with a spell of three for 28 in 13 
spinner Bob Holland snapped up Allan the team baiting first would overs. He accounted for Desmond 
six for 54 to pul Give Lloyd's irr- get the h^he&t score," be said. Haynes, top scorer on. 34, Larry 
esisiibleWesi indies in danger of a Holland described his- per- Gomes and Viv Richards, 

rare defeat in the fifth and final fonnance as "a fairy story come . ■■. . . . , • 

crfcto « her, Tuesday. |me“ a*J eddai: -Abo I'm so™ 

Holland, in only his third test rvwhmevirin tfS. bal5,nan kff Dujon checked the 
and at ihe age of 3K, exploited a dUe wi<h a abdiNidm slant ot 

wearing pilSas West IrSiescru. ™ 54 **■« HoBanJ and left amt 

mbled lo 163 all our and, forced io ^ dinner ..Murray Bennett iui- 

follow on do* behind, wa-e 31 for Ausutf icftag out- ^ff polhhaJ offlh<ra ‘ of lhe 

one at the close or the ihinl day. cricket of the series toltovSiheir mnuv ' ■ 

West Indies, unbeaten in their first innings declaration at 471 for The dismissal of Uovd for 33, 


Portugal's Rosa viola won the 
women's race for the fourth year 
in succession to .nuke it a double 
night of celebration for Sao 
Paulo;* big Portuguese com- 
nttftity. ■ 

- For Lopes success in vlonJay 
night's race completed a golden i 2 
months. He told reporters: “19H4 
was definitely my best year" , 
Lopes, who last won South 
America's oldest and most pre- 
stigious road race in 19K2. said he 
trained hard lor the race and was 
not surprised at winning. 


BOXING TALKS START: rhe meeting or tings. Taking part in the tlvee-day meeting are del- 
tbe general assembly of the Arab Amateur Boxing egales from Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Palestine, 1 tut- 
Federation started Tuesday at the assembly hall at isia, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Kuwait and Jordan, 
the AI Hussein Youth City. The session was opened During the meetings conferees will discuss holding 
by vlinister oF Youth Haiti thasawneh- In his ope- the Arab Boxing Championship in Syria in April 
ning speech, the minister expressed Jordan's rea- and reconsidering the issue of forming the fed- 
diness to host any Arab sports tournament or mee- eration's sub-committees. . 


Cairo’s National returns to 
tumultuous welcome with cup 

CAIRO (R) — The Cairo soccer National's compatriots and _ the past two years with an average 
club National returned homeTue- urch-ri\ al.s /amalck won the more age of 24 years. Everyone is gcl- 
sday with Africa's Cup Winners' prestigious African Champions' - ling better." he said. 

Cup to a tumultuous welcome by Cup last Dec. X when they beat Egypt lake on Madagascar in 
some 8.000 fans who camped out Nigeria's Shooting Stars 1-0 in Cairo on April 5 in their next 
on New Year's Eve to greett hem. Lagos for a 3-0 aggregate victory. World Cup qualifying lie. They 
Eyewitnesses said the fans While Egyptian fans were cle- have already beaten Zimbabwe, 
began gathering around the air- arly entitled to jubilation oven he Wahsh. who took over the Egy- 
pori area in the desert cast ol double triumph of the two clubs, ptian team two years ago. said the 
Cairo eight hours before Nat- Egyptian soccer oflicials refuse to active role oT the country's club 
ional's players arrived at three be complacent. sides in the African arena was hcl- 

a.m. (OHIO GMT) from Cam- It lias been 50 years since Egypt ping him prepare the national 
croun. last made it to the World Cup fin- side. "It is the only thing that 

National clinched the title on als and the man with the country’s brings out their best." he said. 
Sunday, when they beat Canon top soccer job believes the Um- He said his national side will 
Yaounde 4-2 in a penally sho- giimedream ofa World Cup berth begin a 1 2-day tour of Africa on 
otout after a I -I aggregate score, will come true tor the next finals in January 30 lor fixe matches with 
A four-kilometre (2.5-mile) Mexico next year. the Ivory Coast. Camemun and 

queue of vehicles built up on the Egypt's manager A bdou Saleh Ghana. Negotiations arc also 
road leading from the airport to AJ-Wahsh told Reuters Tuesday under way to bring the Yugoslav 
the city centre. Many fans danced that never before had the chances national team to play in Cairo on 
and sang as they wailed for their of a slot in a World Cup finals January 25. 
red-*ihirtcd idols to show up with looked better lor Egypt. The 14X4 double triumph of 

the cup. "My team has been the same for Egyptian clubs was the second in 

. two years. In 1 9S2, National won 


mbled to 163 all out and, forced to 
follow on 30.x behind, were 31 for 
one at the close of the third day. 

West Indies, unbeaten in their 
previous 27 tests and with a win- 
ning 3-0 lead in the series, face an 
immense task during the rem- 
aining two days to try and avoid 
losing Tor the second lime on the 
lour at the Sydney Cricket Gro- 
und. 

Hie touring team's previous 
setback was against New South 
Wales by 71 runs here last Nov- 
ember when, significantly, Hol- 
land played a major role with a 
seven-wicket match haul. 

Holland said the New South 
Wales players in Australia's test 
side were influential in advising 
captain Allan Border to bat on 


tint innings declaration at 471 for The dismissal of Uoyd for 33, 
nine after scoring a further 57 and caught at short leg by Graeme 
losing three wickets in the first ses- Wood of an inside edge, triggered 
s* 0 *)- a collapse in which the last five 

Fast bowler Craig McDermott, wickets fell while three runs were 
in only his second test, made (he soared- 
inroads before lunch by firing out Border became die first test 
Gordon Greenidge and Richie captain to force West Indies to fal- 
Richardson cheaply. loiw on since India dkl so in the 

Opener Greenidge sparred at a New Delhi test of the 1978-79 ser- 
baW outside off stump and was jes. 

caught behind, while Richardson Lloyd's learn suffered a further 
was beaten by the sheer speed of a ^^ck' when McDermott had 


delivery that knocked over his off Haynes leg before for three with 
stump. i ihe total on seven, and at the dose 

West I ndies were 43 lor two at u^y needed a further 277 to avoid 
lunch, and Holland broke (he back an innings defeat with nine wic- 
of ihe innings in the second session kets left. 


Paris —Dakar Rally begins 

PARIS (R) - Princess Caroline and dust. 

or Monaco and her husband-Sfe-; Jn British Prime Minister- 
phano Cusiraghi were amOiig tf aiBaret j-h alc her s son Mark 
hundreds ol competitors who leti wenl missing lor six days and in 
the Chateau or Versailles Tuesday , he lasl lhree six 

at the start or the gruelling Pans- have iwo spectators and four 
Dakar Rally. competitors. 

In 22 days they hope to cover 

14,000 kin (8.750 miles) across A recorJ 350 cars. 150 mot- 
desert and rough terrain to the orbi kes and 50 trucks. tel off in the 
Senegalese. capital in a spedally early morning cold Tuesday, hea- 
Jesigned 16-tonne truck. It has a ding first for Algena and the Sah- 
top speed or 150 kph (95 mph) ara Desen and then trekking thr- 
and a cabin that can be pressurised ough Niger, Mali and Mauritania 
to protea its occupants from heat to Senegal. 


FOR RENT 

4 

Furnished house, 2-3 bedrooms, living, dining & sitting 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, heating, 3 verandas and tel- 
ephone. 

Location: 3rd Circle area, south of Y.W.C.A. 

For more infer/ mation please call Tel. 41019 


CULTURAL 
CENTRE 

Tel: 57009 Amnua 

■ 

Registration is now open at Ihe French Cultural Centre 
the following courses: . 

— French Language Classes (alt levels) 

Price per 3-month course, JD 28 

— Arabic Language Classes 
Price per 3-month course, JD 37 

Other courses like computer, exercise classes for 
ladies, music, iudo. painting on silk, flowers 

arrange nen t. 

(For more information, pteaso contact the library 
a centre). 




lhe Champions' Cup and com- 
patriots Arab Contractors the Cup 
Winners' Cup. 

Contractors retained the title 
the following year but National 


Olympics leave controversy 
over too much profit 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The Los . The chairman of the games, has also signed advertising con- 
Angcles Olympic Games have left Paul Zeffren. is unabashed. tracts with a hair stylist and a 

a controversial legacy: Too much “We make no apologies for hamburger chain. . 
money. generating about $200 million for Apparently left behind in the 

The first to be financed by big sport for kids,'*. he told reporters, rush lor contracts was Carl Lewis, 
business, they have already made Under the charter of the Los who won four gold medals. He 
a profit of at least $215 million. Angeles Olympic Organising told reporters last month lie had 
and general manager Harry Usher Committee. 40 per cent of the signed one endorsement agr- 
says this could reach 5250 million, surplus goes to the U.S. Olympic eemeni with a Japanese beverage 
Games officials have offered to Committee. 40 per cent to youth company, 
repay S6.H million charged to For- sports in Southern California and Another Olympic success was 
cign teams for accommodation 20 per cent to the governing bod- Ueberroth himself, who gave up 
and other facilities. res of U.S. sports federations. running a travel agency to run the 

Montreal, which ran up debts of Usher said the surplus came games. He has . become corn- 

one billion dollars staging the partly from a last-minute rush for missioncr of major league bas- 
1 976 Olympic Games, might envy tickets and because the ABC ici- cball. one of the most high* 
the problem. evision network did not request a powered positions in American 

Only weeks before the games rebate on its payment of S225 mil- sport, 
opened in July, the President of lion for broadcasting rights when His efforts have had a lasting 
the Los Angeles Olympic Org- it learned that the Soviet Union effect on Los Angeles, which agr- 
anising Committee. Peter Ueb- - and other nations would not com- eed lo run the games when few 
erroth. said he expected to have pete in the games. others wanted them, 

just a few dollars left oven An emergency fund for con- A professional football team. 

Foreign Olympic officials, some tingencies such as a guerrilla ait- the Raiders, are once agaiapla- 
or the 50.000 volunteers who ack was not needed- "We were ying in the Coliseum, an oidaa- 
worked for no pay during the v ery. v ery lucky.'' Usher said. dium given a brand new look lor * 
games, and police and other city A big financial success of the the Olympic athletics events, 
departments arc complaining they games has been 1 6-ycar-old Mary Los Angeles has also received a 

were misled by the committee and Lou Rctton. a gymnast whose new swimming pool, a velodrome 
that the games were too spartan, homely good looks arc now on and a hockey stadium as working 
The officials say they would boxes of a breakfast ccrcaL She legacies of the games,, 
have not allowed their at Itletcs to 


were edged out 0-1 by Ghana’s T share univ'cjsiiy bedrooms b.r_.to 
AshaniC KoloKo in the final of lhe 'i rWf* in harff-cnmnD ci*h- 


Champions’ Cup. 

Wahsh. however, had harsh 
words for the home league, saying 
that apart from three or four mat- 
ches a season, players did not 
bring out their best. 

“Except for two sides, the rest 
or the ciuhs in the 1 2- team first 
division are just fighting against 
relegation, ideally. 10 teams sho- 
uld battle for the title.” he said. 


Tide in ancient, hard-sprung sch- 
ool buses if they had known how 
much the games would earn. 

* Police who worked long hours 
protecting the games say the 
committee at one stage said ii 
could not afford to buy officers hot 
dinners. The volunteers say they 
agreed to work long hours for free 
partly because they accepted the 
.committee's contention that it was 
short of cash. 


Olympic chief named 
Time’s Man of the Year 

m 

NEW YORn. (R) - Peter Ueb- ‘lost money. Tine added: “This 
erroth, chief organiser of the J 984 year, for the first ti.ne. the games 
Los Angeles Olympic Games, was received ai iiom no gcrvem.ncm 


named; Man of -the Year - Sunday 
hy lime Magazine. 

Ueberroth, 47, now com- 
missioner of organised baseball in 
the United States, was dial for 


iunds and ended up with an uni- 
naginaMe surplus ol $2 1 5 million 
- and the sum could reach S25tl 
million by June.' - 

Others nominated for lire ucc- 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Netherlands Consulate General in Amman, P.O. 
Box 31 2, invites all those temporarily or permanently in 
Jordan with Netherlands nationality to register with the 
Consulate General in order to keep the administration 
up-to-date. 

The Netherlands Ambassador plans to invite ail those 
who will have registered for a Netherlands reception in 
his hotel when he will be in Amman by the end of March 
1985. 


masterminding *a triumph that olude included President Reagan, 
involved four-fifths of the nations President Jose Napoleon Duane 

a mam ' 


of the globe'. 

"i Respite the Soviet boycott, the 
games became one of the greatest 
athletic spectacles in history, -- the 
magazine said. 

Noting that previous games had 


ol E! Salvador and Geraldine I'er- 

raro, the >e nocnnic vice- 
presidential contender. 

Last years designation went to 
Reagan and Soviet leader Yuri 
Andropov. 


E. German wins ski jumping 2nd leg 

GARMISCH-PARIENnIRCHEN. of 96.5 and 98.5 netres to place 

11/^. M t ■ ... f A fit ^X« > . _ _ I 


MARIANA NURSERY 



West Ger natty (AP) - Olympic 
. Champion Jens Wiessflog of East 
j Ger.nany soared 9S and 102.5 
1 -netres Tuesday to win the second 
j leg of the traditional four-hill int- 
ernational ski jumping tour here. 

Weiss flog, 20, who set a new hill 
record of 108 metres to win the 
event last year, gathered 210.1 
points while Finland's Jari Pui- 
kkonen scored 197.9 with jumps 





We have vacancies for children fro ti one Tionth to 4 
years old. 

For more details call at Jabel Amman, 5th Circle or 

tel: 811805 


secoiul. 

East Ger tuiny's world ski flying 
chu npion i-duus Osiwald finished 
third will] 99 and 94 meters and 
J 96.6 points before so ne 15.000 
spectators. 

Puikkonen's performance 
noved hi n up a notdi in World 
Cup standings to second place 
behind Austrian Andreas Felder, 
who re naineJ on top despite HE 
lltli-place finish Tuesday. 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLATS 

1- Luxury furnished flat complete with fitted carpets, 
and colour T.V. Consists of two bedroo tis with bat- 
hroo ti for each, living - sitting roo n, with kitchen, 
opened services, and separate entrance with gar- 
den. 

2- Five flats in one building near the Gardens. 

3- Another flat near the Fifth Circle. 

Please contact Mr. Faisal, tel. 673168, 671554 


Cinema 


CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

ARTHUR 


(Colour) 

Tel: 677420 

Performances 3:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


6:/§. 


Cinema 


fLHUSSEiN 


lei- 22117 


CUJO 


Cinema 

RfilNBOW 

Tel 25155 

AGENCY 


(Colour) 

Performances 12-3 - 5. J0-&’ 


(In Colour) 

J 30 6 00 8 30 10 30 p.m. 


Cinema 


OPERR 

THE CHOIRBOYS 


(in colour) 

b 

Abdali behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 221 IT 

1- BAZI 

2 - . BRUCE LEE, THE 

UNCONTESTED 

(Colour) 

Performances. 12-3-7 


★ ★ kCiac- I'healrr*- i 

Philadelphia* 


Cinema 

RRGHfiDNN 

| Tel: 22196 

POOR BUT HAPPY 

■ ■ 

in Arabic 

(Colour) 

Performances; 12-3-5:30-9 


gloria 


Sban« 3 JO 6 8.30 W.tS 
TEL . 34144-3*1*9 

★ * * ★ ★ ★ * * 


^MJ>i {j* LOi 





JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY JANUARY 2, 1985 7 


Julie-- 

:lu i; 



»* . , 

■: i 1 o 

• i . 


jU “ * “ ■ ■■ m 

spending by 13% I Indian stock market 

f aTWC vy: ‘ O •/ 


LAGOS (R) _ Nigerian leader 
-‘Major-General Mohammad Buh- 
ari Tuesday presented a 1985 
budget providing for a 13 per cent 
rise in government spending and a 

sharp increase in the amount to be 

spent on repaying the country’s 
debts. 

In a nationwide broadcast a 
year after taking power in a coup, 
Major-General Buhari said Nig- 
erians still faced inflation, une- 
mployment and shortages. “But 
.the total picture is that we have 
■ seized the initiative and are on the 
road to recovery,” he said. 

Government spending was nut 
at 11 .27 billion naira ($14 billion) 
which compared with the 10 bil- 
lion naira (S 1 2.5 billion) spending 
ceiling announced in the military 7 s 
tough 1984 budget presented last 
May. 

But Major-General Buhari said 
Nigeria would not spend more 
foreign currency than it earned, 
pegging the foreign exchange 
budget at the 1 984 level of eight 
billion naira (510 billion), slightly 
below projected foreign exchange 
earnings. 

Income from oil, the main sou- 
rce of foreign exchange, was pro- 
jected at 7.45 billion naira ($9.3 
billion), or 4.5 per cent below for-' 
ecast 1984 earnings. 

Nigeria cut oil prices in October 
in order to hold on to its cus- 
tomers. 

Major-General Buhari said that 
in 1984. the government had hon- 
oured all payments on medium 


and long term debt and progress 
had been made in re fin ancing out- 
standing arrears on short term 
trade debt. This policy would con- 
tinue. he added. 


naira ($4.1 billion) shortfall. 

Extra spending next year was 
needed to soften the impact of 
Nigeria’s economic recession and 
to bring down the spiralling costs 


Report blames Israeli crisis 


booms to record level on government, central bank 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian share pnees shot up to record levels O J 


Nigeria’s foreign debt position of delayed capital projects, he 
was, however, critical, he said,' said, 
with the country committed to 

external loans totalling 19 billion . Major-General Buhari said for- 
naira ($23.8 billion). W exchange would be made 

Debt servicing would cost about accesslble t0 ™P°rters by aD- 
3.5 billion naira ($4.4 billion) in ow “8 ba f* s }° draw a °? ra - 
1 985. or about 44 pet cent of pro- mon P° o1 - p ”° nt y would t* given 
jecied foreign exchange earnings t0 imports of raw materials, mac- 
compared with 25 per cent last hineTy spare parts. 
year, he said. Customs duty would be payable 

In order to stop the debt pos- m advance, instead of after goods 
ition deteriorating, there would be bad arrived; while the import of 


no foreign borrowing in 1985 to 
finance new projects and only cur- 
rent projects covered by -foreign 
loans already signed would go 
ahead. 


foreign exchange would be enc- 
ouraged by allowing Nigerians to 
open foreign currency bank acc- 
ounts here. 

Levies would be imposed for 


The budget set government journeys outside Africa and on 


revenues at 11.24 billion naira 
($14 billion), virtually unchanged 
from last year, but Major-General 
Buhari said that with oil acc- 
ounting for two thirds of the total, 
estimates were unpredictable. 

But after revenues had been 
shared with the state and local 
governments, federal government 
revenue would come out at 6.77 
billion naira ($8.5 billion), about 
the same as in 1984. 

The increased 1985 spending 
would, according to Major- 
General Buharf s figures, push up 
the federal budger deficit to about 
4.5 billion naira ($5.6 billion) 
from 19R4’s projected 3.3 billion 


people wanting to reactivate dor- 
mant companies. Credit to the 
farm sector would be increased, 
while a policy of limiting price 
rises while keeping wages frozen 
would stay. 

Reviewing performance in 
1984, Major-General Buhari said 
the current account of the balance 
of payments, which covers trade in 
goods and services, swung into a 
surplus of 126 million naira ($158 
million) after a deficit in 1983 of 
3.4 billion naira ($4.3 billion). 

The trade balance moved into a 
surplus of 300 million naira ($375 
million) after a shortfall of 2.6 mil- 
lion naira ($3.3 bDlion) in 1983. 


Money: Japan’s new export 


TOKYO (R) — The Japanese are 
busily adding another product to 
their long list of successful exports 
— money, billions of dollars of it. 

A wave oF Japanese cash is mov- 
ing through the banking halls of 
Frankfurt. London. New York 
and Zurich, making 1984 a 
record-breaking year for Tokyo • 
bankers. 

The city's Marunouchi banking 
district saw the biggest yen loan 
ever last year when the Canadian 
government arranged a borrowing 
of 120 billion yen (S490 million) 
in July. 

Only a few days before. Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand borrowed 
100 billion yen (5408 million) 
each and m November New Zea- 
land was back for another $100 
billion. 

Economists at the Nomura 
Research Institute think Japan 
will have invested a record $44 
billion abroad last year, more than 
double in 1983 of 518 bDlion. 

' They rfrinfc the -figure will rise to 
between S^a^d^SO billion t)tis 
year. -- 

Why are the Japanese sending 
abroad money they could spend at * 
home? 

Medical breakthroughs are hel- 
ping Japan's population to live 
longer and more people than ever 
before are increasing the money 
they stash away on investments to 
cope with approaching old age. 

The Japanese are now saving 
some 1 8 per cem of their income, 
compared with the average Ame- 
rican's six per cent, and the life 
insurance firms and pension funds 
are moving it abroad. 

Hundreds of firms are sending 
money away to build factories 
overseas and placate countries 
threatening to stop Japanese exp- 


THE BETTER HALF. 


orts at the docks unless the Jap- 
anese make their products where 
they are sold. 

Also Japanese banks are mov- 
ing abroad because no one wants 
their money at home. 

The huge loans the banks lent to 
Japanese companies lO^to 20- 
years ago to build steelworks, shi- 
pyards. car plants and robot fac- 
tories are all being repaid. And 
hardly anyone needs that amount 
of money now because Japan is 
turning to small high-technology 
industries for growth. 

So much money is sloshing 
about in the Japanese money 
market that the country's interest 
rates reward savers with a mere six 
or seven per cent return. 

And all these forces have eme- 
rged at a time when American 
investments offer a far better inc- 
entive to savers, despite recent 
falls in interest rates there. 

“The Japanese are investing 
huge amounts of money in U.S. 
government treasury bills and 
dollar-based stocks because'there 
is a five per cent difference they 
enjoy between U.S. and Japanese 
interest rates. ” Mr. Takashi Kam- 
ijo. a leading merchant banker 
with Sumitomo Bank, told Reu- 
ters. 

Bankers expect another record 
to fall when the finance ministry 


announces Japan’s latest monthly 
overseas investment in foreign 
securities this month. They appear 
to have bought more than $4 bil- 
lion worth in November alone, 
more than October’s record $3.6 
billion. 

Mr.Katsuya Takanashi, a man- 
ager at Nomura Securities told 
Reuters: “Japanese investors are 
now very important, perhaps the 
most important group of investors 
in international markets.” 

This flood of money has helped 
Japan's banks become a major 
force in the world financial scene. 
There are some 70 alone with 
branch offices in London, all com- 
pering to lend their money. 

Yet at home id the past they 
have lent precious little to the ave- 
rage man in the street. 

Until recently there were plenty 
of Japanese companies setting out 
on the export road who wanted 
what money there was available in 
Japan. 

Mr. Noburo Makinp. now cha- 
irman of the Mitsubishi Research 
Institute, recalls the days of his 
youth when he had to go with scr- 
aping bows, begging bank man- 
agers for a loan. 

But now the tables are tumig 
and Japan's banks are having to 
scramble into the business of len- 
ding money to smaller customers. 


Arab fund lends Syria $3 5m 

KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwait-based Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development Monday gave Syria an 11.57 million Kuwaiti 
dinar (about S35 3 million) loan to help finance work on a Syrian 
power station. The Kuwaiti news agency said the loan, at six per cent 
interest, would be repayable over 14 years. It has a grace period of 
four years. It said the total cost of the power station project was 71 .7 
million Kuwaiti dinars ($2 1 8.6 million). Part of the costs would be 
financed by the Saudi Development Fund, the Islamic Development 
Bank and the European Investment Bank, it added. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian share prices shot up to record levels 
Tuesday in unprecedented heavy trading set off by Prime Minister 
Rajiv GandhF-s landslide general election win. 

When the New Delhi stock exchange reopened for the first time 
since the poll result was announced, there was a deafening roar as 
brokers competed for orders. 

Mr. S.C. Shorewala. a senior broker, told Reuters prices rose by an 
average of 15 per cent as investors confidence zoomed on the 
expectation of a liberalised economy under Mr. Gandhi. 40. India's 
youngest leader. 

The prime minister said in his election manifesto he was det- 
ermined to cut red tape and turn India into a technological giant. 

Aboiut 150 workers were on the stock exchange floor, double the 
usual number, while the gallery above the floor was packed with 
members of the public frantically gesturing to their brokers. 

“ I have never seen such a large jump in prices within such a brief 
period. The turnout of a large jump in prices within such a brief 
period. The turnout of a large number of traders is also significant,” 
Mr. Shorewala said. 

“It is an unprecedented boom and I think it will stay,” he said. 

The share price rise was across the board, but investors mostly 
favoured industries which are modernising with foreign col- 
laboration. 

DCM-Toyota, a car company with Japanese investment started 
several months ago, rose 2.5 rupees (20 cents) to 18 rupees (SI. 5). 

Brokers said share turnover in Delhi was at least 25 per cent higher 
than on an average day. 

Mr. Gandhi's decision to sack the country’s experienced finance 
minister Mr. Pranab Mukherjee in announcing his first cabinet Mon- 
day did not disrupt the bullish trend. 

Brokers judged that Mr. Mukherjee's replacement Mr. Vis- 
hwanath Pratap Singh, a close Gandhi aide and former commerce 
minister, would keep the Indian economy on its steady course of 5.5 
per cent annual growth rate and high credit rating in foreign capital 
markets. 

“Singh did an excellent job as commerce minister. He liberalised 
imports and exports and had an image of a clean and dynamic 
minister.” said Mr. Yashwant Shah, a broker in Bombay. 


Industries will thrive in 
’85, Washington says 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. economy will grow somewhat less 
in 1985 but most industries will increase output and earn higher 
profits, the Commerce Department said Monday in its annual report 
on the industrial outlook. 

Real growth will slow to about 43 per cent in 1985 from 6.7 per 
cent in 1984. The department forecast that 85 per cent of 209 
manufacturing industries it studied would have a profitable year in 
1 985 led by high-technology producers. 

A boom year was forecast for aerospace manufacturers in 1 985 
buoyed by higher defence spending. Primary metal producers may 
also do better than average, it added. 

Most of some 150 service industries, which now account for about 
two-thirds of total U.S. economic output, will expand in 1985 and 
they will continue to provide the majority of the economy* s new jobs, 
the department said. 

Seventeen of the 20 industries with the largest employment gains 
in the last three years were in the services sector, the department said. 
The shift of the economy to services, which account for nearly 75 per 
cent of total U.S. employment, is expected to continue through the 
end of the decade. 

Primary metal producers, including steel and aluminium man- 
ufacturers, can expect growth of 10 per cent or more in 1985, the 
department said. This reflects a delayed pickup as the sector was slow 
to bounce back from the 1981-82 recession. 

U.S. car manufacturers, some of which faced serious financial 
trouble a few years ago, appear set for strong profit growth for the 
third consecutive year, even if import restrictions on Japanese imp- 
orts are lifted, it added. . 

A voluntary pact limiting Japanese car exports to the U.S. to 1 .85 
million a year expires in March. Assuming it is terminated or lib- 
eralised and U.S. interest rates do not rise appreciably passenger cars 
sales will climb by about 500.000 to 1 1 million in 1985. 


Oil traders await U.K. decision 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s state-owned oil company, viewed by 
traders as the next key player in the volatile world oil picture, is 
unlikely to make a decision for at least several days on whether to 
lower its prices. Sources close to the British National Oil Corporation 
(BNOC), which markets half of Britain's North Sea oil output, said 
Monday BNOC was unaware of any informal agreement with major 
OPEC producers to delay a decision on fixing its new prices. But they 
also indicated that no pricing decision was likely in tte next few days. 
BNOC has been losing money because it is buying oil from com- 
panies at the official price and having to sell at up to $2 a barrel 
cheaper on the spot market. Reports of a pact to delay a British price 
move for one month came from Gulf sources at the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries’ (OPEC) conference in Geneva at 
the weekend. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israel’s state 
comptroller harshly criticised the government and 
the Bankjrf Israel Monday over the collapse 1983 of 
commercial bank shares in which thousands of small 
investors lost their savings. 

A long-awaited report by state ptroller's report.” his office said 
comptroller Mr. Yitzhak Tunik Monday night, 
blamed the government and the Committee members are Jus- 
centra] bank for ignoring the dan- lice Minister Moshe Nissim. Ene- 
gers of allowing commercial banks rgy Minister Moshe Shachal and 
to manipulate artificially their Knesset member Mr. David Libai. 
shares on the Tel Aviv stock exc- The report found that suc- 
hange. cessive Bank of Israel governors 

By buying and selling their own 
shares, the banks inflated their 
paper value to as much as treble 

the real worth of their assets, cre- 
ating what most Israelis con- 
sidered a guaranteed investment. 

An impending 25 per cent dev- 
aluation of the Israeli shekel in 


the document would damage the 
banks' international reputations - 
and further erode confidence 
among Israel's foreign creditors. 

The economy, in a struggle to 
overcome 800 per cent annual inf- 
lation. has become almost totally 
dependent on U.S. aid and short- 
term loans from commercial 
banks abroad to service the 
world's highest per capita foreign 
debt of S24 billion. 

The report said each of the bod- 
ies it had investigated tried to 
blame others for what it called 


were not alive to the dangers... “the blunder.” 


and even when the writing was on 
the wall, did not have the courage 
to take the determined action req- 
uired by the situation.” 

It added: “Even when the sno- 
wball began threatening the sta- 
bility of the banks, capital market 


October 1983 caused hundreds of and the whole economy, the fin- 


thousands of small investors to sell 
off their bank shares and purchase 
foreign currency. 

The banks could not continue to 
prop up the shares, forcing the 
government to close the stock 
mafket for three weeks after the 
shares dropped and investors lost 
substantial sums. 

Even before the report was 
made public, politicians dem- 
anded the establishment of an 
inquiry with power to punish those 
responsible for the crisis, inc- 
luding then finance minister 
Yoram Aridor and Bank of Israel 
governor Mr. Moshe Man- 
delbaum. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
has appointed a three-member 
committee to “coordinate future 
action by tlie government and 
Knesset (parliament) on the com- 


New tax 
in Turkey 
sparks 
confusion 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey int- 
roduced Value Added Tax { VAT) 
Tuesday to widespread confusion 
among consumers, wholesalers 
and retailers. 

The list of products covered by 
the tax was first revealed last week 
and many basic details have yet to 
bo announced. The tax will be at a 
basic rate of 1 0 per cent, replacing 
a present system of production 
and sen ice taxes. 

The government has announced 
that basic foodstuffs will initially 
be exempt but will be taxed at 
three per cent from April and six 
per cent from July. 

Finance ministry officials have 
said VAT should make little dif- 
ference to the treasury’s tax inc- 
ome. Many Turks fear a new surge 
in inflation, currently around 50* 
per cent. 

Retail businesses with annual 
sales of under 80 million liras 
($180,000) will come under a 
"compensatory taxation " scheme 
in which they will not charge VAT 
but will be charged at a rate of 1 3 
per cent by their wholesalers ins- 
tead. 


By Harris 
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Gopyragt* 1904 
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WHO WANTS ID BE IN A 
CHRISTMAS PLAY IF THEY 
MAKE YOU BE A 5HEEP 7 


A SHEEP D0E5N T 

get to vo Anything 


SIR, THE teacher 
WANTS YOU TO REHEARSE 
TOUR 5HEEP SOUNDS... 


* 








t think you'll like my new perfume. It's 
called 'Evening In Delicatessen/ " 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and 8ob Lee 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


WAS THAT VfcXJR. 
HALF-BROTHER I 
SAW VOU DRIVING 
HOME, ON NEW^-y 
YEARS EVE? W* 



i hope v&u men have 

SBslSE ENOUGH Tt) KNOW 
THAT GASOLINE AND 
ALCOHOL DO NOT MIX' 


OH. 

WE Do. 
LADY 
WE DO/ J 


ACTUALLY THEY DO MIX. 

1 BUT DON’T TRY IT— 
l rr TASTTES AWFUL// 



Andy Capp 


Answer 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Jtgnaes ERUPT FLOOR DELUXE GEYSER 

‘ as 



JACK KEEPS THAT 
GARDBN OF THEIRS 
REALD/ LOVED/ - 



IT DOESN'T TAKE 
LONG IF ITS DONE 
REGULAR, Y KNOW. 
HE STILL FINDS 
TIME TD HAVE A 
DRINK IN THE 
EVENING. 
COULDN'T >OU 





ance ministry was deterred from 

m 

taking firm steps to defuse... what 
it recognised as a ‘time bomb’.” 
The government was able to 


“The finance ministry blamed 
the Bank of Israel, the Bank of 
Israel blamed the finance min- 
istry." it said. 

The report was submitted to a 
parliamentary committee for fur- 
ther action. 

“There will be a commission of 
inquiry to find those guilty for the 
tragedy that befell half a million 
salary earners and the national 
economy,” said Labour par- 


calm the public only by promising liamentarian Mr. Chaim Ramon, 
to buy bank shares from investors Deputy Agriculture Minister 
at an inflated price from 1985 Avraham Katz-Oz urged Mr.' 
onwards, creating what the report Peres to call an emergency cabinet- 
described as a “S6.9 billion inc- meeting Monday night to discuss, 
rease on the state's debt burden the report, 
with a direct loss to the treasury of “The report is so harsh that ( 
$2.5 billion". could not have imagined its gra- 

Spokesmen for the commercial viity and it has serious implications 
banks declined to comment on the for the financial and monetary sys-r 
report. But business sources said tern of Israel.” he said. 
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YOUR DAILY 


from the 


oroscope 

ie Carroll Rlghter Institute M 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early part of the day 
is good for taking practical plans for a greater amount 
of success to those of influence who are able to aid you 
in gaining more prosperity. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Early plan expansion in 
business and gain greater success, but later avoid one 
who may try to con you in some way. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Contact those in- 
dividuals during the daytime who can best assist you 
to advance in personal affairs. - 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If you get together with 
an expert, you ean make those arrangements to gain 
your private aims. Be happy and content. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Contact 
friends who can assist you to gain personal aims dur- 
ing daytime. Steer dear of one who could depress you. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Plan how to increase success 
in the outside world and then get wheels rolling in the 
right, .disection, take inventory ox" accompli sh m e ri ts. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22i£o Sept. 22) New conditions can be 
helpful if you take the right steps, but avoid an older 
person in the evening who wants to come into your life. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) The day hours are best 
for financial affair s and collecting money owed to you, 
but avoid the practical tonight. Be generous. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Partners are willing 
to have serious talks now, so come to a better 
understanding with them. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Solve problems 
connected with your work on this second day of the year 
and you can achieve much. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study the 
amusements that will most please you and your mate 
and plan to enjoy them in the new year. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get the situation at 
home in better shape and be more than tactful tonight. 
Plan just how to reach your aims in the near future. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Contact people in all 
walks of life who can be of assistance to you in some 
way. Be very careful on the road this evening. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
early want to study the best ways to get ahead in prac- 
tical and worldly ways and will take the courses that 
are most helpfuL Teach to listen carefully to others and 
to assist them in gaining their wishes and build up good 

wilL Much success is possible early in life. 

* * * 


THE Daily Crossword byFwiTooie 



c 

1 Dugout 
5 Former crooner 
9 Small sailboat 

13 Glance 

14 Cantata melody 

15 Austin's s£ate - 

16 The — Slate 
(Kentucky) 

18 Watchful 

19 Before Sun. 

20 Mapabbr. 

21 Tola! 

22 Tiny 

23 Mfmiteman's 
foes 

28 Assemble 

31 Tree 

32 Message 




“mightily” 

34 King of the 

Huns 

35 Central 
Eiropean 

38 Barbecue bar 

37 River bi to the 
Danube 

38 Flooring piece 

39 Whine 

40 Solar disc 

41 Blunder 

42 AuthorWaugh 

43 Communications 


mmumm mmm 


44 Depends (on) 

45 Traffic stopper 

47 Native: suf f . 

48 Small fish 

49 Zlegfefd 

50 52 

53 Irritate 

58 World’s larg- 
est island 

59 Isr.port 

60 Intend 

61 False god 

62 Adherents: 
soft. 

83 Wading bird 
64 Refute 

DOWN 

1 Vestments 

2 Gaucho’s 
weapon 

3 Defeat 
-4 DDE 


C19B4 TrHhiiM UMli 
A If Right* RftMlYfcd 


5 Trade 

6 “Dies — - 

7 Serbian city 

8 Petrol 

9 National 
perk 

10 Hatchet 

11 Strife 

12 WWfl craft 
IS Powder base 
17 —with envy 

21 Profess 

22 “The — of 
Dover 

23 Fall back 

24 — Glasgow 

25 In poor health 

26 “Hose of-" 

27 Cuts 

28 Oneolttre 
Three Kings ol 
Cologne 

29 Glass bulb 
3D Followed 
34 Letter 

37 NCO 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 
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00000 00000 00O 
0D00 00OI10 00OQ 
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41 Buffalo 
44 Western elate 
capital 

46 Brainstorm 

49 Apprehension 

50 Put on freight 

51 Privy to 

62 bi a lazy way 


53 Windy Chy: 
ab hr. 

54 Owns 

55 Isle 

56 SmaH weights: 
abbr. 

57 Antique auto 
55 Cover 
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Reagan looks set to push ahead 


with ‘Star Wars’ programme 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Reagan administration 
looks set to push ahead with its so-called ‘‘Star 
Wars” missile defence research programme against 
strong opposition from Moscow and domestic critics 
and doubts among the allies. 


President Reagan sees the. $26 
billion programme, officially 
known as the strategic defence ini- ' 
liaiive. as one day making nuclear 
missiles “impotent and obsolete.” 

With the exception of Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger, few 
of Mr. Reagan’s top advisers make 
such a claim. Critics say the plan 
could mean immensely costly 
competition between the sup- 
erpowers that would lead to less, 
not more security. 

Anxiety over Star Wars and the 
U.S. development of a missile, 
known as AS AT. to knock out 
satellites has been the lure bri- 
nging Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko to Geneva next 
week for talks with Secretary of 
State George Shultz. 

But U.S. officials are making 
clear the administration does not 
intend to trade away these pro- 
grammes despite Mr. Reagan’s 
promises in a speech at the U.N. 
last September to consider uns- 
pecified restraint while talks pro- 
ceeded. 

National Security Adviser Rob- 
ert McFarlane, who is coo- 
rdinating the U.S. negotiating pos- 
itions, has indicated the adm- 


inistration envisages a com- 
bination of offensive missiles at a 
lower level than at present, with 
missile defence. 

Officials say the Soviet Union 
has already accepted the need for 
missile defence by building its own 
system. They also say the Kremlin 
“disingenuously” called for a 
moratorium on ASAT technology 
only after it had developed its own 
version. 

But the American ASAT is 
more sophisticated than the Soviet 
version. The technology was suc- 
cessfully tested in November 
when a missile launched from an 
F-I5 fighter soared 500 miles into 
space where, in deployment, it 
would have destroyed a satellite. 

The Star Wars plan, meanwhile, 
looks to a system at present bey- 
ond the frontiers of technology. 
The idea is to destroy Soviet mis- 
siles along their flight path. 

The programme's critics a re cal- 
ling for it to be abandoned. It is 
.also being questioned by some 
European allies who perhaps fear 
it could “decouple” the U.S. from 
Europe's defence. 

Critics here say that Mr. Rea- 
gan’s hopes that it would make 


nuclear missiles" impotent and 
obsolete” are unattainable and 
that there could be no guarantee 
of protection against all of the Sov- 
iet Union's 10,000 nuclear war- 

■ 

heads. 

Further, they say such a pro- 
gramme could scare the Kremlin 
into believing the U.S. was pla- 
nning a “first strike”, making acc- 
idental war more likely. 

Former Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara, George Ken- 
nan, former U.S. ambassador to 
the Soviet Union, former National 
Security Adviser McGeorge Bun- 
day and former Arms Control 
Negotiator Gerard Smith, have 
called Star Wars “a prescription 
for a competition unlimited in 
expense, duration and danger.” 

In a jointly wriuen article in 
Foreign Affairs magazine, they 
recently declared that the pro- 
gramme would threaten the 1972 
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) tre- 
aty under which the United States 
and the Soviet Union limited their 
missile defences. 

U.S. officials counter that the 
treaty does not affect research but 
acknowledge that the pact would 
have to be renegotiated if the sys- 
tem were deployed. 

That decision would have to be 
made by a future president. 

Meanwhile President Reagan, 
making final preparations for 
U.S.-Soviet arms talks in Geneva 
next week, is holding a series of 
strategy meetings with advisors to 


Mr. Reagan, holidaying in Palm 
Springs, California, mixed bus- 
iness with pleasure Monday, pla- 
ying golf and conferring with Mr. 

McFarlane. 

Mr. McFarlane delivered a set 
of six option papers on the Jan. 
7-8 talks between U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko to Mr. Reagan at the wee- 
kend. . . . 

The president reviewed the 
documents, prepared by the int- 
eragency group on the Geneva 
meeting, with Mr. McFarlane 
Monday and will hold a rou- 
ndtable discussion with Mr. 
Shultz, Mr. McFarlane and Def- 
ence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger. 


“The president is mulling it 
over. He is studying what it is, the 
recommendations and will make 
some final decisions in due cou- 
rse." White House Spokesman 
Larry Speakes said. 

Meanwhile Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl expressed confidence Mon- 
day over the outcome of next 
week’s meeting on arms issues 
between Mr. Shultz and Mr. Gro- 
myko. 

In a televised New Year's add- 
ress, Mr. Kohl said: “I am con- 
fident that these negotiations will 
bring closer our aim (to) create 
peace with fewer weapons.” 


Kampuchean guerrillas suffer more 


Indian 


casualties in fresh battle over camp 


NONG SAMET, Thailand (R) — 
At least two Kampuchean gue- 
rrillas were killed and dozens 
wounded in new fighting against 
Vietnamese troops for control of a 
resistance base on the Thai- 
Kampuchean border. Thai mil- 
itary sources said. 

They said Vietnamese troops 
stayed in the camp opposite Nong 
Saraet in spite of earlier guerrilla 
predictions that they would start 
pulling out. 

Vietnamese troops seized most 
of the camp from the Kam- 
puchean People's National Lib- 
eration Front (KPNLF) on Chr- 
istmas Day. 


KPNLF leaders said Monday 
that intercepted radio messages 
showed the Vietnamese were pre- 
paring to leave the camp. 


day indicated that Hanoi might be 
planning to hold the base for an 
extended period, the sources said. 


quake kills 


Kampuchean resistance and 
Thai sources said the guerrillas 
lost more ground after a fierce 
seven-hour Vietnamese artillery 
assault Monday night and Tue- 
sday morning. 


They said the KPNLF managed 
to hold on to only one-fifth of the 
sprawling base compared with 
two-thirds of the area under its 
control Monday. 

The Vietnamese action and 
their fresh reinforcements Mon- 


The Vietnamese attack on 
Nong Samet sent 61,000 Kam- 
puchean refugees fleeing into Tha- 
iland. the biggest influx in the cur- 
rent Vietnamese dry season cam- 
paign against the guerrillas based 
along the border began in mid- 
November. 


20, injures 


over 100 


Thailand Tuesday said over 
110.000 Kampuchean ref- 
ugees from different border set- 
tlements had sought shelter on its 
territory since the Vietnamese 
offensive began. 


SWAPO ready for more 
talks on Namibia elections 


Angolan 

rebels 


TUNIS (R) — Namibian guerrilla 
leader Sam Nujoma has said he 
was ready for more talks with 
South Africa, but only to discuss 
Pretoria's withdrawal from Lhe 
territory and plans for holding free 
elections. 

Mr. Nujoma. head of the South 
West Africa People's Org- 
anisation (SWAPO). Monday told 
a press conference in Tunis: 
“SWAPO is ready to talk to off- 
icials of the racist South African 
government on modalities of imp- 
lementing United Nations Res- 
olution 435 and free elections in 
Namibia." 

The U.N. resolution calls for a 
South African withdrawal from 
the territory, which it rules in def- 
iance of the United Nations, and 


elections under U.N. supervision. 

Mr. Nujoma met with South 
African leaders last May. but said 
the talks had failed due to whal he 
called sabotage by Pretoria. He 
said South Africa insisted that 
SWAPO lay down arms and acc- 
ept Pretoria's policy of tribal 
homelands for blacks. 

Meanwhile five civilians died 
and at least 14 were injured when 
a bomb exploded Monday at a 
post office in northern Namibia, a 
spokesman for the South African 
Security Forces said. 

Four people were initially rep- 
orted dead in the blast at Ond- 
angwa. but one of the injured died 
later in hospital, he said. The spo- 
kesman blamed SW A PO. for the 
blasL 


reportedly 


capture 22 


foreigners 
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TWO TRICKS JUST VANISHED 


Neither vulnerable. West 
.deals. 

NORTH 
+ K4 
<7K5 
0KJ94 
* A10842 


WEST EAS 
♦ 98 4Q 

<7 108642 7 Vi 

0Q1063 OA 
+ 65 +K 

WEST 

♦ A65 

<7 AQJ973 
0 72 

* J7 

The bidding: 

West North East 
Pass 1 + 1 + 

Pass 2 NT Pass 
Pass 3 5 Pass 
Pass 4 0 Pass 
Pass Pass Pass 


EAST 

+ QJ 10732 
V Void 
0 A85 
+ KQ93 


Sooth 

2 <7 

3 0 

3 NT 

4 O 


Opening lead: Nine of + . 


Despite a loss on today’s 
hand, the team led by 
Malcolm Brachman of Dallas 
defeated the squad of Edgar 
Kaplan of New York to earn 
the right to represent the 
U.S. in the 7th World Team 
Olympiad, to play in Seattle, 
Wash., this October. 

The contract in both rooms 
was four hearts. For the 
Kaplan team. North was the 
declarer and East led the 
queen of spades. Declarer 
won on the board and led a 


diamond to the jack and ace. 
He won the spade return in 
hand, cashed the king of 
diamonds and ruffed a dia- 
mond. He led a spade and 
ruffed low when West opted 
to sluff his last diamond. 
Declarer cashed the king of 
trumps, ruffed a diamond 
high as West staffed a club, 
and then cashed the ace of 
clubs. When declarer now 
exited with a dub, West had 
to ruff his partner’s trick and 
lead a trump away from his 

10 into dummy's A-Q-9. So 
declarer made the rest of the 
tricks for an overtrick. 

In the other room, South 
won the opening spade lead, 
cashed the ace of clubs and 
led another dub. East won 
the king and returned a low 
club. Declarer staffed a dia- 
mond as West ruffed. West 
returned a diamond to his 
partner's ace, and when East 
continued with a fourth 
round of dubs, declarer's 
goose was cooked. Since be 
could not afford to ruff low, 
he ruffed with the jack. But 
now West's 10 of hearts was 
promoted to the setting 
trick. 

The Kaplan team gained 

11 International Match' 
Points on the hand to keep 
within a few points of 
Brachman at the hallway 
stage of the match. 


LISBON (R) — Angola’s UNITA 
rebels have said that they were 
holding three Britons. 17 Filipinos 
and the two crew of an American 
transport plane after seizing the 
Kafunfo Diamond Mines io 
north-east Angola two days ago. 

The National Union for the 
Total independence of Angola 
(UNITA) said its forces killed 130 
Angolan government soldiers and 
captured 15 in the Dec. 29 assault 
on Kafunfo — the second time this 
year th3t lhe rebels had occupied 
the mines. 

A U.S. Hercules transport 
plane owned by Trans American 
Airlines of California was mis- 
taken by the rebels for an enemy 
aircraft when it appeared over 
Kafunfo and was shot down. 
UNrTA said in Lisbon. The two 
crewmen were not injured. 


GAUHATf, India (R) — At least 
20 people were killed and more 
than 100 injured by a severe ear- 
thquake that devastated the sou- 
thernmost district of Assam state 
in northeast India. United News of 
India (UNI) reported. 

State government officials here 
declined to confirm the figure. 
The official death toll is 15. with 
more than 40 injured. 

Deputy Ins pe tor- General of 
Police HpritaTshna Deka told 
Reuterstne earthquake struck the 
mainly tea-growing district of 
Cachar, 200 kilometres south east 
of the state capital Gauhati, for 
one minute at 5.02 a.m. and sent 
the population fleeing in panic 
into the streets. 

UNI said the Sonai River in the 
Cachar area had risen 50 feet and 
breached embankments, flooding 
extensive areas and leaving tho- 
usands of people homeless. High 
voltage power and telephone lines 
were damaged, the news agency 
added. 

An official spokesman said it 
was the worst earthquake in 
Assam since 1950. 

Quoting from police radio rep- 
orts, Mr. Deka said the quake 
brought concrete buildings and 
scores of adobe and thatched 
huts crashing to the ground and 
caused gaping cracks in a rei- 
nforced concrete bridge over the 
Sonai River. 

Most of the casualties were 
small children, crushed to death 
by collapsing mud walls and tha- 
tched roofs. 

The seismological observatory, 
at Shillong in the state of Meg- 
halaya, which borders Assam, 
later said the earthquake mea- 
sured six on the Richter Scale. 
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decide the position he will put to 
Moscow. 



A smiling Rajfv'Gandhl with a huge marigold flower 
garland round bis neck, as he attended a ceremony 
in the Indian parliament, where be accepted the 


leadership of the 
ephoto) 


parliamentary party. (AP wir- 


Indian cabinet gets mixed response 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi" s new cabinet, 
aimed at injecting “new blood” 
into the Indian administration. 
Tuesday received a mixed public 
response. 

Mr. Gandhi Monday dropped 
six ministers and 10 ministers of 
state in his new 39-member cou- 
ncil of ministers, quickly sworn in 
after his landslide general election 
victory. 

Mr. Gandhi, whose Congress 
(I) Party swept back to power by 
winning 398 out of the 508 par- 
liamentary seats at stake, told 
reporters the emphasis would be 
on cleanliness, loyalty and eff- 
iciency. 

Business reaction to the new 
cabinet was positive. D.H. Pai 
Panandflear, secretary-general of 
the Federation of Indian Cha- 
mbers of Commerce and Industry, 
said he was very optimistic about 
the new government. 

Trading on the Delhi Stock 
Exchange was heavy after a 
10-day Christ mas' break, pushing 
prices up steeply in a boom tri- 
ggered by the election landslide of 
India's youngest leader. 

But authoritative political 
commentaror G.K. Reddy, in a 
front-page report in the Hindu 
newspaper, said Mr. Gandhi had 
not succeeded in giving a new look 
to his council of ministers. 

“The whole exercise smacked 
of improvisation io a hurry to 
complete the cabinet formation on 
New Year’s eve. leaving many 
wide gaps in both the allocation of 
portfolios and the choice of his col- 
leagues,” Reddy said. 

'Hie new cabinet is dominated 
by the prime minister’s aides and 
party loyalists, with Mr. Gandhi 
himself holding 14 ministries until 
the council is expanded further. 

“ If people do not come up to the 


mark, they will be held acc- 
ountable.'' Mr. Gandhi told new- 


smen. 

There is a 14-member inner 
cabinet and Mr. Gandhi has dro- 
pped deputy ministers because he 
said they had no work to do. 

The most surprising change was 
the sacking of Pranab Mukherjee. 
a successful finance minister since 
1981 and a close adviser to Mr. 
Rajiv's mother, Indira Gandhi. 

Mr. Mukherjee was replaced by 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh. 53. who 
quit as commerce minister four 
months ago to reorganise Mrs. 
Gandhi's Congress (I) Party in the 
key northern state of Uttar Pra- 
desh. 

The state, a stronghold for one 
of India’s national opposition par- 
ties, returned Congress candidates 
in 83 of its 85 parliamentary con- 
stituencies. 

Pratap Singh now supervises 
economic affairs in the world's 
10th largest industrial country and 


is to present a budget in two 
months' time. 

Mr. Gandhi also sacked the 
country's controversial railway 
minister, the elderly law minister 
and his own great aunt who con- 
trolled education. 

He showed his desire to mould 
India into a technological giant by 
personally taking charge of the 
ministries of electronics, industry. 

' commerce, space and atomic ene- 
rgy and science and technology. 

Mr. Gandhi switched the only 
Sikh in the council. Buta Singh, 
from parliamentary affairs to agr- 
iculture, indicating the imp- 
ortance he attaches to tackling; at 
an early stage the smouldering 
sectarian crisis in Punjab state. 

Punjab,. where extremists have 
fought for an independent Sikh 
nation, is also known India's bre- 
adbasket because of its high grain- 
output. Mr. Singh has played a key 
role in trying to pacify the tense 
state. 


Cabinet line-up 


The cabinet announced by Indian Prime Minister R^jiv Gandhi 
Monday is as follows: 

Prime minister, external affairs, commerce, environment and for- 
estry, industry and company affairs, science and technology, atomic 
energy, culture, electronics, ocean development, personnel and adm- 
inistrative reforms, space, tourism and civil aviation, youth affairs, 
sports — Rajiv Gandhi 
Finance — V.P. Singh 
Home affairs — S.B. C ha van 
Defence and Planning — P.V. Narasimha Rao 
Education — K.C. Pant 
Works and Housing — Abdul Ghafoor 
Law and justice — Asboke Sen 
Irrigation and power — B. Shankaranand 
Railways — Bans! Lai 

Agriculture and rural development — Buta Singh 
Parliamentary affairs — H.K.L. Bhagat 
Health and family welfare — Mrs. Mohsina Kidwai 
Food and civil supplies — Rao Birendra Singh 
Steel, mines and coal — Vasant Sat he 
Chemicals and fertiliser — V. Pa til. 


China to stay open to West, Deng says 


PEKING (R) — China’s leader 
Deng Xiaoping, in an effort to rea- 
ssure old-guard comrades, Tue- 
sday ruled out any swing away 
from Communism under his drive 
to turn the country into a major 
economic power in the 21st Cen- 
tury. 

His New Year message that a 
dose of Capitalism was good for 
China was splashed across the 
front pages of the country’s main 
newspapers. “It is harmless, it is 
hannless," he said. 

The Communist Party new- 
spaper People's Daily carried Mr. 
Deng's remarks under a scarlet 
masthead, making clear they were 
aimed at diehard Maoists, some of 
them fiercely opposed to his cam- 
paign to press on with opening up 
China to the outside world. 

“We cannot fail to open up, the 
open door policy cannot harm us,” 
wrote the 80-year-old leader, who 
has pushed Capitalist methods to 
help China modernise. 

“ I think some old comrades fear 


that after they fought all their lives 
for Socialism, for Communism, 
suddenly Capitalism is coming 
back. They can’t bear it. they are 
afraid." 


image of what could be done for 
education, prosperity and military 
power — “with $10 billion we 
could do a lot of things...”, he said. 


Any bad ideological influences 
could be dealt with, he said, add- 


ing: 


“If we don't open and we return 
to a closed self-reliance, then wc 
will never catch up with level of- 
the developed countries within 50 
years. It is impossible.” 


His wide-ranging comments 
came from a speech made on Oct. 
22 to party elders. It was also pri- 
nted in a book of his recent spe- 
eches. published Tuesday under 
the title “building Socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.” 


Mr. Deng said that even when 
average per capita income in 
China reached a few thousand dol- 
lars. there would be no aew Cap- 
italist class. “The basic things will 
still be state-owned, public- 
owned.” he said. 


Even after China reached the 
goal of quadrupling its 1980 gross 
national product to $1,000 billion 
by Lhe end of the century, other 
goals would require the open 
door. 

Mr. Deng painted a glowing 


Since 1 978, Mr. Deng has pre- 
ssed for foreign investment in 
China, dismantled Mao Tsetung's 
huge communes and restored 
some private enterprise. 

Mr. Deng said Tuesday he was 
trying to work less to give younger 
leaders such as Premier Zhao Ziy- 
ang and Party Chief Hu Yaobang 
a freer hand, and hoped to gra- 
dually slop working altogether. 

“These comrades are full of 
vigour and are doing a better job 
than I have done.” he said, add- 
ing: “It seems I still have som- 
ething to do at present.” 


Nigeria 

releases 


Fear of world war led U.K. to build H-bomb 


over 2,500 


prisoners 


LAGOS (R) — Nigerian military 
leader Muhammad Buhari has 
ordered (he release of over 2,500 
prisoners including 144 political 
detainees to mark the first ann- 
iversary of the military's return to 
power. 

In a nationwide broadcast. 
Major-General Buhari said the 
measure reflected government 
policy “ that no person will be kept 
in detention longer than nec- 
essary.” 

He gave no other details but pri- 
son authorities have complained 
that the country's jails, built for 
23.000 convicts, are chronically 
overcrowded. 

Last October the military set 
free 250 people, including former 
Biafran war leader Eraeka Oju- 
kwu, to mark 24 years of ind- 
ependence. 

The latest amnesty means that 
the majority of over 500 pol- 
iticians and businessmen detained 
after the overthrow of the civilian 
government last New Year’s eve 
will be freed. 

Gen. Buhari said the names of 
those being released would be 
announced later. 


LONDON (R) — The fear that 
the United States might plunge 
the world into war was one reason 
why Britain built a hydrogen 
bomb, according to government 
records released Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Winston Chu- 
rchill told the cabinet in July 1 954 
that Britain could not maintain its 
influence as a world power wit- 
hout the most up-to-date nuclear 
weapons. Britain had already exp- 
loded its first atomic bomb' in 
1952. 

The cabinet minute says: “It 
was at least possible that the dev- 
elopment of the hydrogen bomb 
would have the effect of reducing 


the risk of later war. 

“At present some people tho- 
ught that the greatest risk was that 
the United States might plunge 
the world into war, either through 
a misjudged intervention in Asia 
or in order to forestall an attack by 
Russia. 

“Our best chance of preventing 
this was to maintain our influence 
with the United States gov- 
ernment. and they would certainly 
feel more respect for our views if 
we continued to play an effective ' 
part in building up the strength 
necessary to deter aggression...” 

Echoing arguments in the Uni- 
ted States that the hydrogen bomb 


meant a “bigger bang for your 
buck", the cabinet was also told 
the H-bomb was better value for 
money Than the atomic bomb. 

The cabinet, authorising the 
proposal said careful thought 
should be given to the “publicity 
aspect — how the decision could 
best be justified to public opi- 
nion...” 

The government announced its 
decision seven months later, in 
February 1955. Justifying the 
move, Mr. Churchill told the 
House of Commons that British 
possession of the hydrogen bomb 
would strengthen nuclear det- 
errence. which could well prove 


the only road to disarmament. 

The government records, kept 
for 30 years, clearly document 
Britain’s occasional distrust of its 
closest ally. 


Ministers were warned that a 
British decision to run down the 
garrison in Hong Kong had to be 
kept secret not just from China 
but from the United States. 


■ 

Foreign Secretary Sir Anthony 
Eden told the cabinet that if the 
United States knew of the run- 
down this would prejudice the 
prospects of establishing a system 
of collective security in South East 
Asia with American backing. . 


Bolivian general fails to get support, surrenders 


LA PAZ (R) — A rebellion by 
Bolivian army chief Gen. Jose 
Olvis Arias last weekend failed for 
lack of suppon from his fellow off- 
icers and right-wing politicians, 
military sources said Tuesday. 

Olvis Arias, who held out for 24 
hours with a cavalry regiment at 
his La Paz headquarters after ref- 
using a presidential order to res- 
ign. surrendered Monday after- 
talks with his replacement Gen. 
Raul Lopez Leyton. 

The failure of his rebellion was 
partly due to the armed forces' 
growing respect for democracy in 
Bolivia, which has seen some 1 80 
coups in 159 years of ind- 
ependence. the sources said. 


The military feared that a new 
coup could plunge Bolivia into 
civil war and risk trade sanctions' 
from democratic neighbours, inc- 
reasing strains on the fragile eco- 
nomy. they added. 

Right-wing politicians, fav- 
oured to win general elections in 
Bolivia due m June, were also 
opposed to any insurrection which 
might spoil their chances in the 
ballot, party sources said. 

President He man Sites Zuazo 
ordered Gen. Otais Arias' res- 
ignation after the powerful Bol- 
ivian Workers Confederation' 
(COB) charged that the army 
chief was plotting a coup. 

Military sources said the pre- 


sident received a similar inf- 
ormation from the commander- 
in-chief of the armed forces. Gen. 
Simon SejasTordoja. a prominent 
advocate of continued democracy 
in Bolivia. 

Gen. Sejas Tcrdoja’s support 
has been curcial to the president in 
a year in which he has faced seven 
general strikes, opposition from 
across the political spectrum and 
an economy in tatters with inf- 
lation heading towards 3.000 per 
cent. 

The military commander- 
in-chief also took firm action to 
prevent a coup when Gen. Siles 
Suazo was briefly abducted in 
June. Leftist politicians have acc- 


used Gen. Olvis Arias of inv- 
olvement in the attempted ouster. 

The Communist-dominated 
COB mobilised hundreds of tho- 
usands of workers in support of 
democracy following the incident, 
highlighting military fears of vio- 
lent dashes in the event of an army 
takeover. 

The left is divided following Mr. 
Siles Zuazo's decision to cut short 
his term in office and call early 
elections, and with former Pre- 
sident Gen. Hugo Banker's rig- 
htist Nationalist Democratic Act- 
ion Party (ADN) one of the 
front-runners, elements of the mil- 
itary are keen see the vote take 
place.' 





Stamp issued in 

Mrs. Gandhi’s 

■ 

memory 


MOSCOW ,(AP) - The Soviet 
Union has issued a postage stamp 
in memory of “the outstanding 
st ate sworn an and politician, a big 
friend of-the Soviet Union,” the 
late Indira Gandhi. TASS said. 
The official news agency' did not 
say when the stamp was issued but 
said it bore a portrait of Mrs. Gan- 
dhi. who was assassinated Oct. 31. 
and the birth and death years “of 
this glorious daughter of the Ind- 
ian people.” 


Chinese girl 
lived with pigs 


PEKING (R) — Chinese doctors 
are studying the case of a 10- 
year-old peasant girl who prefers 
to live, eat and sleep with pigs, the 
Canton Evening News reported. 
The girl has shared the pigs' swilL 
been suckled by sows and slept in 
their sty at nights. “The pigs never 
bite her and in fact the tem- 
peramental porkers had only to 
hear her cry and they would come 
running to her side." said the 
paper. When people at her Lia- 
oning province home tried to tear 
her away from her porcine chums 
she screamed, it said. Although 
the girl looked quite ordinary, she 
expressed her feelings awkwardly, 
her speech was unclear and she 
grunted and snorted when she was 
hungry. The paper said experts at 
the China Medical College con- 
cluded that her problems were 
entirely due to having mixed with 
pigs for too long. 


Daughter keeps 
mother’s corpse 
for 6 months 


FRAMLINGHAM. England. (R) 
— A devoted daughter kept the 
corpse of her 90-year-oH mother 
at their shared home in this eas- 
tern English town for six months 
because she could not Hve without 
her. neighbours said. Hazel Whi- 
ting. in her 60s. kept tbe body in 
her bed before it was discovered 
by social welfare workers who ale- 
rted police just before Christmas. 
Neighbours became suspicious 
after noticing that only Whjfipg's 
washing appeared on a line levy. 
One neighbour said; " Hazel really 
worshipped her mother ... and she 
could not accept it when her mot- 
her died.” 


Margaux Hemingway 
breaks pelvis 


VIENNA (R) — American mm ic 
actress Margaux Hemingway, 
grand-daughter of Nobel-Prize 
winning writer Ernest Hem- 
ingway. broke her pelvis in a ski- 
ing accident last week. Austrian 
television said. It said Ms. Hem- 
ingway. who was holidaying over 
Christmas in the ski resort of Ger- 
los, western Austria, fell while ski- 
ing last Friday and was taken to 
the university clinic in Innsbruck 
where she had an operation on a 
broken pelvic bone. “Margaux 
will have to stay in bed for at least 
five weeks." Hans Rauschmeier. 
the surgeon who operated on her. 
was quoted as saying. She will 
remain in the clinic for a few more 
days before being flown to Lon- 
don for further treatment, a spo- 
kesman at the clinic said: 


Pirate TV station 
screens Emmanuelle 


ZURICH (R) — A pfiate tel- 
evision station brought, the erotic 
film ’Emmanuelle’ to the screens 
of some Swiss viewers early Tue- 
sday after the state French- 
language television company dro- 
pped plans for a New Year sho- 
wing. Local officials are baffled 
how the pirate station “Zueri 
Welle" (Zurich Wavelength) 
managed to broadcast 'Emm- 
anuelle' by cable on a channel res- 
erved for Austrian programmes. 
The project to screen ‘Emma- 
nnuelle' was shelved after strong 
protests from religious and pol- 
itical groups. French-language 
television opted for 'the Sound Of 
Music’ instead. 


Elephants kill 5 
in Indian village 


GAUHATI. India (R) — A herd 
of wild elephants attracted by the 
smell of fermenting beer ram- 
paged through a village in India’s 
Assam state.kfllmg five people on 
Christ mas Eve. Assam's chief wil- 
dlife conservator, Prafulla Das, 
told Reuters about 20 elephants 
attacked villagers when they tried 
to drive the beasts away from bar- 
rels of home-made beer brewed 
from rice. The incident happened 
in the remote village of Joyfiddhi, 
about 160 kilometres from the 
state capital Gauhati. 


- • . '-T- - 




I 







